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7 1 but tha 
———— — 
me: td lay befofe the: world 
contain an npartial aceduntꝭ 
of the moſt extraordinaty ani 
batbarqus:perſecution; that 
ever a child received from tio 
hand of an uninjuied though 
relentleſs parent; abandoned 


by the author. of any: being; 
(197 A and 


i To be RE A D E R. 

and com 40; ſeeks that 
redreſs from the public, I 
have elſew here fo often: ſought 
in vain : I hope the — 
rate part of mankind, will be 


candid. «+. tote | 
n__- 


there is no n 
to apoligize for the revitil of 
my caſe, which was ugder 
che title of the Unnatural Fa- 
ther; ur the Perferaretd Suu, ſo 
— fo > 

ſometime ago. — III ot) 
© !: generous reader, who 
Sans not a natu- 
ral talent for ſeribling that in- 
dudes me to write, it is what 
more, much more effects the 


£215" 143 - very 


2 READER -vy 


ſtarve; to the: public then, as 
to a parent, ſor other parent 
alas l en 1b for 


and Tu. wouldfo far in 


tereſt themſelves in promoting 
the happineſs of a fellow! crea- 
ture, as to give me the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of attaining 
future liberty, it would ſooth 


ere 
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ſoften the = ror money 
1 $ perpetual confinement, 
Ol] liberty, thou ng 
rite of tlie meaneſt Butan, 
phat art thou? a gbd, not 
known fill lost: in ain hath 
nature proſuſely kind, ſpread 
out her flowery lap, and grate- 
fully diſpoſed the lake now 
= and the verdant vale, 
forreſt nods, che catthe low, 
the,yteachergd —— i ling, 
che ciner ladds the n —— 
ing meads in vain ; ax 
—.— high. Jilmal,; Walls 
—.— gtch,,ba- 
t W 
Tulbed-from the ſocial: part of 
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mankind and immured with. 
in the glooitiy' lmits'of N 
Jon: e $8333:10; * 
' PER theirs, Wh Sh 
derin the purkin Inv] 
ang he ror he 
pg won rnd ndearin 
- has ſtretched "out 
park, and the ca- 


ane 
nal extend lis confin'd flood: 
for” whom bleatz the fleecy 
herd, the muſt roſe blooms; - 
in the happy mornent, when 

your boſom 


1 with f 
rae hh of afl Fes | 
fellow. creature in diſtreſs, | 
FTE A 3 p 


| ji 2 d R. EA DE R 


preſſed by the hand of power 
whole ſſepz ane limited, and 
perſon devoted to penury and 


deſtructipn. ev 
Fate 
don upon the — ee 


negth; and ye 19 YH hbes- 
— 


Ye * whitens, the re- 


Wi, * — 
who ſpread * 
3 
tq her empire ; 
Took. with a favourable eye up- 
on MAY, While. I ſupplicate your 
aſſiſtance, it 25 — negain 
IN every, Engh/p 
. — Tight Mees at 
Jhat you: Would by  en- 


A couraging, 


— U ao —— 
— 85 
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gz E me w 8 
lubſiſt, which wou alleviate 

© part, the eryelty ob; confuie- 

ment, and ſhut out miſery at 
one donr. ank, to e 
But ſhovld I aneet wich what 
is more than wy mol} ſanguine 
thoughts can expect, the ſane - 
tion of the benevoleſt ſo far as 
to impower me to withſtandthe 
ſtrength of oppreſſion, hy gpenꝰ 
a the gates off equity, which 


forever be — 


an innate. —— ene | 
_ my- -king, W 


woul, 


mer minute and 


11 


18 
— wavy 


ty and 

— of 
coloutey to ſhed the laſt drop of 
ivy blood, in the moſt diſtant 


wilds of America, 1 


with pleaſure 
fellow ſubjects — Fu 


— "bye! anch 


diſturb and 
poliey to —.— 


aki 
Ha 2 — 46 ths 


ſubſequent pages, ce give the 


myſelf, and 


perfect uc] of 


family; that was thought pro- 


* b/xprof inthe pamphlet 
lately 


lately entitled the:Urinatural 
Father ; in which I ſhalt 
| leave: the world to judge, whe- 
ther the leaſt . of rea- 
ſon can be giren, for the moſt 
eruel — 
from one, whom nature has 
pointed dut for my protettor, 


not my perſecutoer—u.. 


I on that the unfortunate 
— being, has been 
a bone ot the greateſt conten4 

tion in the families affected by 
my buth; but the niceſt ea 
galt will be puzled to afligh 
a reaſon Why I T ſhould be pan 
iſhed for a fault not mine 3 or 


hy the principal aggteſſon 
. $0132 Ui who 
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who hy the la of nature is 


abliged i tai regard me as his. 
ons ſhould with relentleſs: ma- 


apo, 

— andtepit me a- 
broad, which hitherto I thank 
| God, have been fruſtrated; 
| confine! me in the moſt infa- 
| mhaun Goal ——— 


[ obe 4 . 


Lotte lR EAD ERA. adit 
pear in againſt mt 
—— 
All the court," to prevent my 
taking the ena af thalas: 
mfobrent: act z and. HH to 
_ cahelude: ao detail afirthe ft 
.unaccountable diſtreſſes, im- 
22 me in the leut priſan 
or life, without the leaſt 
glimpfe of evertohtaining liber- 
yon this ſide the grate; ex- 
cept the public thould enable 
me to open the courts of juſti 
and dec redreſs h laws 
to which every ſubjeRt of Grear 
Britain i 18 intitled; 3 to obtain 
which, together with an im- 
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mediate ſupport: is the princi- 


pal cauſeufmy endeavouring to 


draurthe attention of the world 
\by reviving my caſe, in which 
'E-thall adhere to the ſtricteſt 
— — plain rarrers:of 
fact Wer Beth cr nb 1einbel- 
„ hope T fhall ſtancl 
— beſole the c genetuus 
bender for delivering a don 
nghtqale 5 anch if excited thto 
Amte pff pity, the tender, 
.ahd$hwimane thould drop za ſi- 


ede irtar"inocontniferation'of 


my ſufferings; 1 return 1 
humble thanks for fact; re 
work] 
to judge betwixt me 3 my 


Ainveterate enemids FE 
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| r 7 will not be end unneceſſary to 
give the public my reaſons; for 
to be publiſhed under the ſanc- 
Non Fa Novel, the. following Me- 
mirs of. my hitherto unhappy life; 
the arficulties I lay under, ſhould I 
have attempted to give it any other 
iti were inſurmountable, occaſioned 
by: ther, univerſal fear the printers of 
-this' great Metropolis had conceived, 
at the thoughts of expoſing in any 
more apen manner, the unnatural and 
\ fyranndus diſpeſition, fo remarkably. 
en cuous in the Jour pal charatter 


of 


Ay PREFACE. 


F the following ſheets ; which might 
as they judged, be a means to draw 
upon. their own heads, the oppreſſfue 
hand of a man whoſe power, wealth, 
and malevolence are ſo well known to 


the world. Nevertheleſs, I bope this 


tale of \ miſery will not gain leſs credit, 


upon account of my being compelled to 
dreſs under the jr and ſtile off a No- 


vel, 4 narrative of real and well 


| Anown facts. 


I make vo duubt, to the ingenubous 


And attentive reader, the truth of the 
whole, will be rendered ſufficiently evi- 


dent by a B. N of the parts; 


aohere he d no artifices, no 


Jubterfuges made uſe of; to diſguiſe 


truth, or guild falſhood ; but a down- 


right appeal to various living teſtimo- 
nies in the families both of my father 


and mother, being the fironge frog oof 


'T can bring for the truth of 4 


have here aſſerted. 3 
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PREFACE. xv 
I am too well convinced what pre- 
Judice'has been done me, from the art- 
ul infinuations ſpread abroad in re- 
gard to my birth, as well by the 
emiſſaries of my father, as. by him- 
ſelf : he not having ſcrupled to deny, 
even befare perſons of the greateſt rank 
and character in the kingdom, the 
identity E. my being his ſon, \ declaring 
me in the face of the public an im- 
poſture, _ thereby r additional 
ums, upon the unhappy lady who 
fell a prey to his artifice, and owes, if 
Palſible, to his principles, more than 
ruin. 
1 will not take upon me in this . 
place to confute ſuch vile aſſertions, as 


the reader will find it done at full 


length in the beginning of the fubſe- 
ent pages. Though it would have 
avs ſufficient for me, had I been able 
to produce no other proof than the 
3 of my mother, whoſe family, 
B 2 


honour, 
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honour, and veracity, may at leaſt be 


whoſe voice 


deemed equal to bis; an 


in this important caſe, is all the law 


can aſe, or the world require. 


With the ſame ſpirit of truth, and 


to anſwer the ſame juſt purpoſes, it 
has affiduouſly been reported, that I 


am not detained at this gentleman's 
ſuit; and that be is ignorant who, or 


what I om. In anſwer to. this, I 


refer the public to Mr. Eyles war- 


den of his majeſty's Fleet, who will 


inform them, I am detain'd in that 


priſon, and at his ſuit, by the name of 


Thomas Plunkett ; for no leſi a ſum 
than fix hundred and twenty pounds, 
from which I will infer, was this 


gentleman fo ignorant of me as be 


would willingly have believed ; would 
he ever have cauſed his attorney #0 
advance me ſo considerable a fum as is 
pretended, no better ſecurity than 
my own bond : is there any per ſon who 


reads 


4 
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reads this, would lend to Tom 
of Nokes or John of Stiles fx hundred 


and twenty pounds,. without any rea- 
ſon, and upon no account at all, 1 


hope none A my readers, either are or 
e 


ever will be infatuated with fo ſtrange, 


fo unaccountable à  ſpecte f madneſs, 


and as the world is to judge by parity 
of” reaſoning I made bold to aſe the 
above queſtion.  _, 

In regard to the name of Thomas 
Plunkett, by «which ] am detained in 


priſon ; it will be neceſſary to obſerve 
upon my firſt coming to England, my 
father gave me that name, and would 
never permit any of his family to call 


me otherwiſe; the reaſon of which ts 
evident, the name of my mother, be- 
1 1 the ſame with his own, would 
fubjeft both me and him to numberleſs 
enquiries, which could no ways re- 
doung either to his honour or credit; 
and which this method was eſteemed 
| 4, not 
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moſt proper to put a op to. JI fince. 
then have been compelled to fign all 
the pernicious bonds mentioned in the 
body of this work, by this fictitious 
name; which is the reaſon why I am 
charged under the ſame, as the war- 


den's priſoner ; but my mother's maiden 


name being Nugent, every reader will 


 eafily judge mine. 


It is natural to imagine the world 


wil ſuppoſe, I muſt have been guilty of 


e enormous offences, which to make 


my own tale plaufible, I have artfully 


. endeavoured to conceal; otherwiſe, it 
vill be ſaid, how is it poſſible for a 


parent to extend the iron band of in- 


dignation, to ſuch extreams of relent- 
leſs cruelty againſt his own child. = 
anfwer to ſo reaſonable a ſuppoſition, I 
bere do moſt ſolemnly aver, in the face 
of both God and man, Tam no ways 
conſcious of offending this inexorable 
— further than what is war. 
| an 
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and ingenuouſly related in the folluu- 
ing ſheets, in which, whatever with 
the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice, can come 
under the denomination of à crime, 
may be ſummed up in theſe few articles. 
Firſt, my unwillingneſs to be put ap- 
Prentice to a barber; ſecondly, my 
refuſing to go valet ta an Eaſt-India 
captain ; and thirdly, my denying the 
name of Plunkett ;, in nothing elſe, 
am I ſenfible how I ſhould incur my 
father's anger; until wearied by op- 
preſſion, and urged by hunger, I un- 

_ dertook by the aſſiſtance of the chari- 
table and humane, to publiſh the hard- 
' ſhips of my caſe; and ubetber or no 
T have ſuffered ſufficiently for the 
above errors, I leave to the decifion of 
the impartial reader, whom now per- 
mit me ſans ceremonie, to conduct to 
this tale of , | 
Be favourable, O ye criticts, it is 
the language of confinement, ye are 
B 4 not 


not to expect the beauties of diftion ; 
from a goal, or the elegancies of tile, 

from ' the wr tations of miſery, but 

what with juſtice you may demand as 
_ ye all Tp and that is 

tru 
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Dnanquam animus meminifſe horret, Luctugue refugit ; | 
Incipiam. | VIE. 


Z*#XKXOWEVER unequal the 
H * diſpenſation of good and 
NA ill to mankind, the oppreſ- 
ſive ſufferings of innocence, 

and the triumph of guilt, may ap- 
pear to ſuperficial reaſoners, and li- 
mited capacities; it is evident to the 
eye of contemplation and philoſophy, 
that eternal and infinite _ wiſdom, 
will at his own proper time balance- 
this ſeeming inequality. Happy 
within myſelf, that reaſon and reli- 
gion diftate ſo pleaſing a doctrine, 
I look upon my paſt, and preſent 
| B 5 ſuf- 


| 
| 
| 


22 The Oppreſſed CapTivz. 


ſufferings, as an earneſt of future 
happineſs, and good to come. 1 
ſhall now proceed to the melancholy 
detail, and if in ſome places I am 
obliged to caſt a ſhade over ſcenes of 


the deepeſt iniquity, beg the reader 


would look upon it as a facrifice 
made by filial duty to the cauſe of 
my exiſtence. 

Tiberius Nugenius my father, is 
the ſon of Sempronius Nugentus of 
Carling /iown in the county of Weſt- 
meath, in the kingdom of Ireland, 
who had in his youth been honoured - 
with a commiſſion under that un- 
fortunate prince, whoſe imprudent 
conduct reduced him' to the fatal 


neceſſity of quitting theſe kingdoms, 


and abdicating the regal ſeat deſcend- 
ed to him from a long line of il- 
luſtrious anceſtors : my mother's fa- 


3 ther was Caius Attilius Nugenius of 
Donore in the ſame county, and 


own 
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own brother to Sempronius. The 
ſtrict friendſhip and intimacy be- 
twixt the two families, occaſioned 
the fatal correſpondence of which 
l was the effect; Chora, ſuch is my 
mothers name, at the time when 
my father contracted his firſt ac- 
quaintance with her, was eſteemed 
{carcely inferior to any in the king- ; 
dom for perſonal beauties, and libe- 1 
rally endow'd by nature, with every | 
qualification capable of adding luſtre © if 
to the fair ſex; a young lady like | 
her in the bloom of life, ſhe being MM 
then not twenty years of age, could 89 
not fail of attracting the notice of 10 
all the genteel youth in the circle 
of the adjacent neighbourhood, in 
conſequence of which, ſeveral ad- 
vantageous offers were made, but 
none accepted. ff 
Amongſt the crowd of lovers en- 
liſted under the fair one's ſtandard, | 
__ wasi - 
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was her kinſman young Tiberius, 
who having advantages ſuperior to 
the reſt, and actuated by the blind im- 
pulſe of paſſion, to ſet aſide the near- 
neſs of affinity, and regardleſs of 
friendſhip's ſacred tye, was refolved 
to ſtick at nothing to attain his ſi- 
niſter ends, though conſcious, ſhould | 
he ſucceed, inevitable ruin muſt be 
the reſult; and that he did ſucceed, 
is too true, though not before making 
uſe of the utmoſt ſubtility, and as 
J have been informed the meaneft 
artifices. | 
An intrigue carried on to fuch a 
length could not long be hid; the 
rief and confuſion occaſioned by the 
Aifcovery of my mother's pregnancy 
exceeds deſcription ; Tiberius, my fa- 
ther was obliged to ſhelter himſelf 
from the juſt anger of his incenſed 
relations, by abſconding for ſome 
time; but at length making his ap- 
| pearance 
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pearance in Dublin, an ecclairciff- 
ment. happen'd betwixt him and 


Portius Manlius, Clera's brother, at 


Lucas, coffee-houſe, which in all 


probability muft have been fatal to 


one of the parties, had it not been 
for the interpoſition of a noble lord, 


happily then preſent, a near relation 


and an equal friend to both ; - by 
. whoſe means it was agreed, Tibe- 
rius ſhould repair the breach he had 
made, and re-unite the two families 
once more, by an honourable junc- 
tion with the fair penitent, . whoſe 
fortune was to be five thoufand 
pounds, a fum at that time more 
than equivolent to his own eſtate ; 
» nevertheleſs in a few days, the young 
_ gentleman for reaſons only known 
to himſelf, receded from all his fair 

| promiſes, by deferting his friends, 
and quitting the kingdom haftily ; 
a few poſts acquainted them, _ 
C 


| 
| 
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he was retired to London; ſo great 


was the grief and anxiety the diſ- 
conſolate Cleora Auffered at this un- 
welcome news, it was very 


near proving a fatal NMoke to her, 
had ſhe not generouſly been com- 
forted, under the heavy burthen of 
diſappointment, poignant ſhame, and 
deſpair, by the tenderneſs, and en- 
dearments ſhe met with from the 
fiſters of her unkind and ungenerous 
ſeducer. Notwithſtanding all their 
aſſiduous care, their tender officiouſ- 
neſs to expel the grief which pray d 
upon her mind, and conſum'd the 
roſes of her cheeks, was inſufficient 
to prevent her privately eloping from 
her friends and relations, - with a fix- 


ed reſolution to find out the yet too 


much beloved author of her diſtreſs; 
accordingly, attended by her confeſſor, 
father Lynch, and a female ſervant 
the. ſole confident of her flight, ſhe 
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undertook: the attempt, and arrived 
ſafe in London; it was not long be- 
fore ſhe found out the reſidence of 
her faithleſs betrayer, and ſoon made. 
him acquainted with her being in. 
town : but who can expreſs the ſur- 
prize, the indignation which muſt 
enſue, at finding herſelf diſregarded 
in the moſt contemptuous manner, 
and her letters took no notice of, 
though ſhe was too well aſſured of 
their being delivered into the in- 
grates own hand; in. fine, diſtreſs 
and diſpair ſurrounded. her, ſhe was 
reduced ſa low, as to be under a 
neceſſity of pledging her watch and 
the few. jewels ſhe had with her 
to defray the expences of her Iy- 
ing- in. 

O! ye fair creatures for whom 
the fatal ſeducer hath yet not ſpread 
his ſnare, who have had no occa- 
. 
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tack; beware, how ye ſtray from 
the paths of honour, how ye de- 
cline from virtues ſacred lore ; no- 


thing leſs than ruin and defpair,. 


can be the wretched confequence; 


and ſhame the laſt, the worſt of 


evils, muſt be forever your perpe- 
tual attendant; in the foft, the tend- 
er moment, when honour feems to 


nod, when'the moſt 5 rhe- 


toric is employ d to level the bul. 
warks of virtue ; arouſe, open your 
eyes and look with difdain, upon a 
wretch prepared to cloath ye in 
miſery, and. conduct ye to ſcenes of 
everlafting infamy and ruin, remem- 


ber the unhappy Cleora, and be- 
ware how ye follow her ſteps. 


In this diſmal fituation without 


parent, without hufband or friend, 


o comfort her; in the agonies of 


childbed was the' deliver'd of me in 
the year 17 30, in the pariſh of St. 


George 
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George, Hanover-ſquare ; under ſuch 
complicated diſtreſs ſhe muſt have 
ſunk, had not Metellus Delius, a re- 
lation, affected by a true ſence of 
pity, ſupported both by money and 
the moſt friendly advice, the fallen 


fair one.. 


My unhappy birth was too well 


known to be denied; Cornelia, daugh- 
ter of Priſcus Aufidius, and wife of 
Cethegus Mervinus, one of my 
godmothers, is the perſon, who in 


the city of Dublin acquainted me 


with. all the incidents I now relate, 
in the preſence of Mariamne and 
Semproma, my fathers filters, and 
ladies to whom I am under the- 
greateſt obligations. 


Metellus Delvius extended his 


kindneſs yet farther, he not only 


perſuaded my mother to return to 


Ireland, but as a mediator paved the 
way for a proper reception, gener- 
| | oully 
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ouſly ſupplied her with one hun- 
dred guineas to detray the neceſſary 
expences of her voyage, and diſ- 
charge her lodging; in ſhort, thro' 
his means, ſhe returned once more 
to her native country, and the arms 
of her diſconſolate relations. 

There was nothing now left but 
to diſpoſe of me, the innocent ef- 
fect of my parents errors, as it was 
eſteemed improper to keep me in 
the family: I was immediately ſent 
to nurſe. at a ſmall village called 
Caftle-Pollard, ſome miles from Do- 
/ more, my ſathers country-ſeat, where 
no othef notice from time to time 
was taken of me, than recompene- 
ing the poor woman who had charge 
of me, for her trouble. 

When I was three years old, I 
was put under the care of Lynch, 
the roman prieſt, who had attend- 
ed 3 my mother, in her VOJage 
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to, and diſtreſs in England; this was 
in the town of Galuay, with 
whom I remained till I was nine or 
ten years old: it is here to be obſerv- 
ed, that during my reſidence with 
Lynch, my father paid him ten 
pounds a year for my board, &c. as 
I have had the pleaſure ſince then of 
ſeeing ſeveral of the receipts, and 
can teſtify it from my own know- 
ledge : my grandfather Semprontus 
Nugenius, having been, as I ſaid 
before, a military officer in his ju- 
venile years, and in conſequence of 
which known to people ,of every 
claſs, by the name and Fel of cap- 
tain, was a man actuated by princi- 
ples of goodneſs and humanity, and 
famous amongſt the neighbering poor 
for his extenſive charity; he fre- 
quently and ſtrenuouſly recommend 
ed to his ſon, the cloſing of the 
breach, which his dihonourable — 

ceœed— 
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ecedings had occaſioned between 
the two families; by him I was of- 
ten kindly viſited whilſt under the 
tuition. of father Lynch; and not- 
withſtanding my then tender years, 
I ſtill remember the frequent admo- 
nitions, the ſtrict orders given by 
the good old gentleman to the prieſt, 
eoncerning me; and have ſeen the 
big tear overflow its banks, whilſt 
he delivered the falutary charge; 
forgive. me reader, ſhould I in re- 
turn ſtop a moment, whilſt gratitude 
and nature, pay the tribute of a 
tear, to the memory of an humane 
and good man. | 

This gentleman,. who during his 
life, was exceflive fond of me, con- 
ſcious of the diſtraction occaſioned 
in his brother's family, by the ever 
to be lamented misfortune. which 
gave me being, and the juſt reſent- 
ment my father had thereby drawn. 
5 1 upon 
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upon himſelf, giving due reaſon to 
apprehend I might fall an innocent 
victim to the growing animoſities 
between the two houſes, being alſo 
no ſtranger to my father's diſpoſition, 
and looking with an eye of commi- 
{eration upon my truly [precarious 
and pitiable condition, became par- 
ticularly ſolicitous about my future 
welfare; and falling ſick, the nature 
of his indiſpoſition indicating ſmall 
hopes of his recovery, he daily calls 
* upon my father for his aſſurance 
to make me a- ſuitable proviſion, 
otherwiſe he would do it himſelf; 
my father as often ſolemnly proteſt» 
ing he would in every reſpect fulfil 
his juſt, his humane intentions; the 
old das confiding in theſe fal- 
lacious promiſes, made himſelf quite 
eaſy, and dying ſuddenly ſoon ow 
left me N | | 
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It was not long before my grand- 
5 his relict followed 4 but 
on her death- bed at Bath, labouring 
under equal concern on my account, 
and imagining it might be condu- 
cive to my intereſt hereafter, ſhould 
ſne remind my father of his ſolemn 
engagements to her deceaſed huſ- 
band, and likewiſe join her own in- 
treaties ; ſhe in the preſence of Ac- 
ci Lucilia, another of my father's 
fiſters now living, and to whom I 
here appeal, earneſtly beſought him 
with her lateſt breath, to fulfil ſuch 
his engagements to his deceaſed fa- 
ther, and make a proper proviſion 
for me, which in his fiſters hearing 
he gave repeated aſſurances he would 

moſt punctually perform; but alaſs! 
how far he a the ſequel will de- 
monſtate. 

From this point of time, I may 
date the origin of all my future mi- 


ſeries; 
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ſeries; I was now. removed from 
Galway to Dublin, and put under 
the care of one Fagan, who kept an 
academy in Wine-Tavern-Street, at 
which place my father and moſt of 
the family had been educated, - © 
Here I muſt obſerve, as the allow- 
ance granted by my father exceeded 
not ten pounds mb ann. to find me 
with board, ſchooling,” books, &c. 
I was ſubject to very bad uſage, be- 
ing inceſſantly taunted with the in- 
ſufficiency of ſuch mean pay, and 
was moreover rendered leſs happy, 
by means of a misfortune which ay 
heavy not only on me, - but my 
ſchool fellows in l which was 
as follows: 

A certain perſon whoſe ty 
in the houſe was not little, being 
terribly addicted to drinking, hefi- 
tated not to make uſe of the baſeſt 
means, to attain the intoxicating | 

| Juice; 


2 —— — — 
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Juice ; day after day our books, hats, 


buckles, and -what not, went to 


wrack;' for which, as no account 


could be given, we were ſure to 


{mart ſeverely ; at length, the thief 
was detected, but in lieu of being 
relieved, our diſtreſs was only in- 
<reaſed by the diſcovery; how dared 
the ſubtil young villains impoſe fo 
groſs a falſhood upon him? was he 


to be deceived by fo ſhallow an 


artifice? in | ſhort, the blows re 
not only heavier, but more frequent, 
occaſioned by numberleſs lies invent- 
ed through a motive of revenge. 
But length of time produced fo 
nt a proof that the moſt par- 
tial eyes could no longer be kept 
pair of new buckſkin 
breeches, he had ſcarcely worn a 
week, were artfully convey'd away 
from under his: pillow, a theft of 
this nature would mot long bear ſe- 
150117 creſy, 


a © A. fa => Sti@@ co tc... _ 
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creſy, an advertiſement was publiſh- 
ed in the daily papers, which ſoon 
produced the breeches from a ward- 
robe in Plunket Street, (a ſtreet 
where all ſorts of old, and ſecond. 
hand cloaths are bought and fold, 
being little inferior in bufineſs of 
that kind to Monmouth-ftreet in Lon- 
don) and brought the thing ſo home 
to the Party we had ſo often accuſed 
in vain, as would admit of no ex- 
cuſe. * 
The conſequence was very ſevere 
repremands, from moſt of the boys 
parents, and the decreaſe of his 
ſchool, by others taking theirs away; 
in ſhort, ſo great was his vexation at 
his Buſineſs declining, together with 
the various intemperancies and irre- 
gularities he daily more and more 
experienc'd, as ſometime afterwards 
to cut ſhort the thread of his life, 
and force him to ſeek that peace in 
Jo 1 the 
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the grave, which he could not find 
upon earth. 

Before I proceed any farther, it is 
— to obſerve, that about the 


ume of my being put under the 


care of Lynch, my father was mar- 
ried to his firſt wife, the lady Amelia 
Plunetta, daughter of Publius Sul- 
pitius, a lady poſſes d of every ami- 
able quality, by which he has a ſon 
now living, who I can make bold to 
ſay from woeful experience, inherits 
not a fingle qualification of his noble 
mother; the delivery of this un- 


worthy burthen coſt the unhappy 


lady her life; who on her fick bed 


touched with the deepeſt ſenſe of 


my mothers misfortunes ; laid her 
dying injunctions upon my father, as 
ſoon as decency would permit to re- 
pair to the Injured fair one; and if 
joining with her in the indifloluble 
knot, would be accepted as a ſatis- 

| faction 
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faction for the irreparable crimes he 
had been guilty of, and unite the 
families his want of honour had di- 
vided, to make no delay, but do 
that juftice to himfelf and family, he 
had ſo long retarded. An injunction 
impofed upon him at fo awful a 
time, he could not withſtand pro- 
mifing to perform. 

Some time after her deceaſe, he 
was not wanting in his endeavours, 
to fulfil the facred vow he had en- 
tered into, for which purpoſe, he 
ſent a letter to my mother confeſſing 
his deep concern for the injuries 
done to her in particular, and the 
family in general; his ſincere regret, 
for the ſortows, miſeries arfd confu- 
fion of which he had been ſole 
author, begging ſhe would deign to 
look upon the returning convert, and 
accept of the utmoſt ſatisfaction he 
was capable of giving. 
* C2 Be- 
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i Before the letter could well be de- 
il liver d to her hands, he followed it 
x himſelf from Dublin, and went down 
in his Chariot to Donore-Houſe about 
18 forty miles diſtant, with a fixed re- 
1 ſolution of obſerving to a point the 
if contents of what he had wrote; but 
| 


how vaſt his aſtoniſhment, when he 
arrived there to receive a meſſage by 
in a footman, expreſſing the due re- 
| gards of the houſe for the honour 
he intended them, but that to-mor- 
72 row evening, had for ſometime been 
fixed to make Cleora happy in the 
arms of Catulus Obrien, a Gentle- 
man of conſiderable fortune, and 
* univerſal character; unhappy for me 
it was too true, and my father ill 


— 


| at eaſe returned immediately to Dub- 

=. lin. 

| I ſhall here beg leave to take no- 

„ tice, that for the two or three laſt 

Vea of my being at the academy, 
* any 
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my father totally neglected me, and 
my ſupport had entirely proceeded 
from the bounty of my mothers re- 
lations, though I was never permit- 
ted to pay my reſpects to any of 
them; on the contrary my fathers 
ſiſters, took particular notice of me, 
ſent for me on holidays to their own 
houſe, in Smithfield, where I uſually 
dined and ſpent the whole day along 
with them: Mariamne would not 
ſcruple to take me along with her 
and her ſiſters, to plays and publick 
places, and was always particularly 
tond of me. 

In this place it will not be impro- 
per to obſerve, had not the whole 
family eſteemed me as the fon of 
Tiberius, which he has ſince for 
ſome diabolical reaſons attempted to 
denie, would they have paid that 
regard, that deference to me in the 
face of the world, I have juſt now 


4 mentioned 
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metioned ; as theſe ladies are all alive 
at this time, I make no douht-in 
ſpite of the natural byaſs of affec- 
tion, if aſked the queſtion they will 
impartially confirm every thing I 
have faid. F 
Would my grandfather and his 
lady have made it a point in their 
dying. hour, when nothing but at- 
fairs of the greateſt moment, and 
moſt ſolemn nature are attended to, 
- and when the ſoul ſuperior to all 
ſublunary things, pays a regard to 
nothing but the ſtricteſt truth ; would 
they I ſay, at ſuch a time, and in ſo 
awful a manner, have laid their in- 
junctions upon their only ſon, to 
make a ſuitable proviſion for me, 
had they not eſteemed me as a por- 
tion of his fleſh and blood. 
, To his own kindred I appeal, as 
living teſtimonies of what I have hi- 
therto related, and to the publick 


for 


my 1 — _ T00t 
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for their impartial deciſion in this 

ortant caſe; what chicanery, 
what fallacious arguments, have not 
been made uſe of to ſcreen truth, 
and hide her from the world; but 
her refulgent face cannot long be 
conceal'd ; anon, ſhe burſts out in a 
blaze of glory, from the clouds 
which obſcur'd her, and the utmoſt 


efforts of malice, and detraction, are 


no longer able to ſtand in her divine 
preſence. 

I make no doubt to the conſide- 
rate, and attentive reader, the irra- 
tional proceedings of my father will 
appear as iſſuing from the meridian. 
of Meoorfeelds, and not from the cool 
dictates of a man remarkable for 
good ſenſe, and a knowledge of the 
world, may the evil effect included 
in that line of an ancient poet, in 


his caſe, be averted, which ſays, 
C 4 Rem 
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Ryem Deus vult Perdere, prius de. 
mentat, g 


Being advanced as far as my tenth 
year, and my mothers relations not 
caring to be at the expences of ſup- 
porting me any longer, and as I was 
now of an age, ſufficient to be intro- 
duced to buſineſs of ſome kind or 
other, or ſhould it be judged proper 

to devote me to any of the learned 
_ profeſſions, endowed with natural 
talents, ſuch as in time might pro- 
bably elevate me above the common 
crowd, and make me conſpicuous 
to the world; it was determined to 
ſend me over to my father in Eng- 
land, that I might reap the benefit 
of the ſolemn engagements he had 
entered into at the requeſt of his 
dying parents, on my account ; but 


not certain what kind of a reception 
| I 
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I might meet with, my mother who 
had now for ſome time been mar- 
ried to Catulus Brien conſented to 
furniſh me with a certificate of my 
birth, drawn out in the following 
manner. a 


[Ido hereby certify that N.! 
Nugenius the bearer, is the 
real ſon of Tiberius Nugenius 
esel, in the county of 

Eſſex, as 2ortneſs my hand. 

Cleora Brien. 


Witneſs Eleonora Dardis. 


This Certificate my mother fign- 
ed as above, in the preſence of the 
witneſs mention'd, who was a near 
relation, and lived with her at that 
time. 

Having received this teſtimony of 
my birth, I ſet out from Ireland in 
company with a young Gentleman 

5 101 
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ſon of counſellor Charlton, and one 
of my ſchool-fellows: when arrived 
at C heſter, we had the happineſs to 
meet with Henry Bond Eiq; who 
alſo was juſt arrived from Dublin 
and going to London, he was kind 
enough to increaſe our little travelling 
ſtore, which by reaſon of our being 
unacquainted with the impoſitions 
ſo frequently made uſe of upon the 
high-roads, was already fell ſhort ; 
he gave a particular charge to one 
Bolton, maſter of a London carriage, 
to take the utmoſt care of us, and as 

he ſhould be ſometime in London 
before us, generouſly promiſed to 
viſit. us at our inn, the Caftle in Al- 
_ derſgate-ſtreet, the ſame day we 
ſhould get into town, and give his 
young travellers, as he was pleaſed 
to call us, what further aſſiſtance he 
ſhould then find requiſite. 


Happy 
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Happy was it for us, we aceiden- 
tally met with ſo kind, ſo humane a 
friend, otherwiſe we muſt have 
found ourſelves in the deepeſt diſtreſs, 
for a few minutes after our arrival in 
London, he came and acquainted us, 
that neither maſter Char!/ton's father, 
or mine were in town ; gave direc- 
tions where to write to them, and a 
freſh ſupply of money, with ſtrict 
orders to our landtord not to let us 
want for any thing. 

According to the inſtructions I 
had received from this gentleman, 
F wrote that very night to my father, 
but was keep in ſuſpence two or 
three days before I heard any thing 
in return; when late one evening, 
a poſt chaiſe drove violently into the 
inn yard, a luſty tall gentleman, 
wrap'd up in a hotſemans coat, im- 
mediately ſtep'd out, and coming 
into the houſe, in a voice the tone of 

N which 
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which, not being modulated in the 
mildeſt ſtrain, convey'd no very fa- 
vourable opinion of the ſpeaker to 
the ideas of the ſtanders by, thus 
addreſſed himſelf to the lord of the 
Cafile; have you got friend in your 
cuſtody a white headed boy from 
Treland ? yes, why then do you not 
bring him? you never implied fo 
much before, was returned ; if you 
was not ſtupid friend, there could 
haveheen no neceſſity to explain my- 
- felf any farther ; you might ſpeak a 
little civiler, howſomever replied the 
landlord, but a horſe as never eat 
oats, one cannot expect to——he 
wasproceeding when the gentleman's 
wide coat turning aſide accidentally 
diſcover'd the blaze of a broad gold 
zace, Which had hitherto been con- 
ceal'd, the fight of which had ſuch 
an effect upon the publican, as to 
make him forget the remaining part 

of 
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of his courſe proverb, and elevating 
his voice a-degree higher, why Tim 
do not you light his honour up ſtairs, 
as you ſee he is in ſuch haſte, what 
would your honour pleaſe to have 
brought up? bring a bottle of wine, 
a bottle of wine to the roſe this mo- 
ment, pleaſe your honour permit 
me to light you up. F 

Such was this dialogue, which 
with an aching heart I liſtned atten- 
' tively too on the ſtair head. 

Upon entering the room, ſet down 
the wine friend and retire, which 
being complied with, he drew a 
chair, and calling me from the cor- 
ner of the room where I was retired, 
and biting the ends of my fingers 
through fear, well my boy ſays he, 
you come from Ireland I ſuppoſe? 
yes, Sir, I replied, ſome days ago, 

; ah, your tongue betrays that 
ſufficiently, who is your father ? 

Tiberius 
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Tiberius Nugenius of Gosfield Sit; 
who told you that boy ? you muſt be 
miſtaken, that gentleman informs 
me otherwiſe: I was always eſteemed 
as ſuch in Ireland, both by his rela- 
tions and my mothers ; all lies, all 
lies, ſaid he with half a ſmile, and 
pouring out a glaſs of wine, come 
drink, I ſuppoſe you can drink, if 
Tiberius is your father you can drink; 
after I had drank, if you are the per- 
ſon you fay, and that I came to en- 
quire after, you have the mark of 
a deep ſcar, occaſion d by a burn, on 
the left ſide your belly; which was 
no ſooner ſaid, than pulling me to 
him, he took out my ſhirt, and 
having ſeen the diftinguiſhing cha- 
racteriſtick, it is all right faid he, 
and after a conſiderable paufe, or- 
dered me to ring the bell. 
The landlord coming up, do you 
know me was aſked? no Sir, what 
| ſays 
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fays he, don't you know eſquire 
Forbes of Dover-ftreet? though I 
know the ſtreet very well, I cannot 
ſay, I have knowledge of any ſuch 
gentleman, well ſays he, calling 
him aſide in a whiſper loud enough 
for me to hear, my name is Nuge- 
nius, but for ſome private reaſons 
do not chuſe the youth ſhould be 
made acquainted with it as juſt yet, 
then raiſing his voice, and at the 
fame time drawing out his purſe, 
here landlord, faid he, is ſome mo- 
ney, do you procure the youth fome 
cloths, more fuitable to a in, 
than what are on his back, I ſhall 
call again in a few days, and fatisfy 
you for your trouble, in the mean 
time as I have no further occafion 
_ for you, you are at liberty to go 
down ſtairs. . * 

When left to ourſelves, addreſſing 
himſelf to me, have you brought 

along 
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along with you no letters from your 
mother, and friends in Jreland? 
none Sir, I replied, excepting a cer- 
tificate of my birth, wrote by my 
mother, which I no ſooner produ- 
ced, than he ſnatched it from me, 
and with an air of ſeeming indiffe- 
rence, not without ſymptoms of an- 
ger, tore it to pieces, ſaying, as this 
idle paper will be of no uſe but to 
exaſperate Nugenius againſt you, 
think me your friend in deſtroying 
it, be cautious what you ſay, and 
expect to hear more in a little time, 
which was no ſooner ſaid, than he 
went away, and left me to reflect 
upon my melancholy fituation. 
Some days after this, one Mr. 
Briſto a perriwig-maker in St. Al- 
ban's-ſtireet, came to the inn, with 
orders from my father, to diſcharge 
the ſmall arreas due to the landlord, 
and take me along with him to his 


OWIll 
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oven houſe: I ſoon found it had been 
determined that this Br://cao ſhould 
take me as an apprentice; and was 
to receive as a premium at my being 
bound, fifty pounds, for initiating me 
in the — art, and myſteries 
of which he was a profeſſor. 
Conſcious my own abilities would 
never let me attain to the degree of 
an adept, in this noble ſcience, and 
after ſome days ſpent at the powder 
tub, I with great difficulty prevail'd 
upon my father, to extricate me out 
of the ſuds, and rather than com- 
pel me to depend upon ſo mean a 
buſineſs for my future ſubſiſtance, a 
buſineſs ſo much inferior to the rank 
and character of both my parents, 
as well as my education; to give me 
the liberty of ſerving his majeſty on 
board one of his ſhips of war, tho' 
it were in the meaneſt capacity, I 
was the more emboldend to aſk this 
favour, 
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favour, as ſach a propoſal had been 
made me ſome time before. 

This requeſt of mine with ſeem - 
ing reluctance, at length was grant- 
ed: the ſtation procur'd me, though 
no greater than that of captains ſer- 
vant, as it was the gift of my gene- 


tous father, I cheartully accepted of. 


In which capa 


city, ſometime af» 


terwards I embarked on board his 


majeſty's ſhip the Vindſor of ſixty 

guns, capt. Thomas Hannaway com- 

mander, not in the leaſt doubting 

from my fathers affluent fortune | 

ſhould in every reſpe&t be ſuitably 

equip'd for "Ye ſervice I was now en- 
in. 

With this perſuaſion I took leave 
of my father, who as a freſh proof 
of his affection, ſent me by the 
hands of his valet, one Chriſtopber 
Cannon; a preſent of five ſhillings, 
no 3 to bear my expences down 


to 
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to Plymouth; in the ſame proportion, 
he extended his liberality to my ſea- 
cheſt,, which not being ſtored with 
one half the compliment uſual on 
ſuch occaſions, would have proved 
quite inſufficient, had it not been for 


the generolity and kindneſs of the 
captain, who out of com 
ordered his own taylor te furniſh 
me with what was wanting. 
It luckily happen d, that Mr. Big- 
ley the captains ſteward, at this time 
being obliged to attend a Waggon 
loaden with ' ſtores for the captains 
ule, down to Plymouth, I was put 
under his care, and when arrived at 
my journeys end, was immediately 
ſent on board. | 
During the ſhort time I was on the 
watery element, I had twice the plea- 
ſuxe of ſeeing my country triumph 
in her native ocean, being preſent - 
i 
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the deſtruction of two French fleets Mt | 
in the ſame year, the firſt, by thoſe It | 
experienced commanders Lord An- 
| 
| 


fon, and Sir Peter Warren, and the 
ſecond, by the never too much 
_ eſteemed and gallant admiral av ke. 

As the defeat of theſe fleets, and 
the capture of ſo many fine ſhips, | 
the diſtreſs of the Gallict, and the 
glory of the Britih flag, in that 
remarkable year, cannot be unknown 
to any of my i-aders, I ſhall ft 
aſide giving any account of thoſe MF. 


glorious ' actions, and proceed to 

myſelf. | | 
On my return to England, at the 
concluſion of the late general peace, 
being diſcharged from my ſhip, and 
deſirous of giving the moſt early 
teſtimonies of my duty and obe- 
dience, I waited upon my father, 
and preſented him with my letter of 
attorney, to receive my prize mo- 
i ney 
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ney, which amounted to a conſide- 
rable ſum, and frequently on my 
future viſits, humbly entreated him 
to make ſome other proviſion for 

me. | 

Sometime after, my father in- 
formed me, he had procured me a 
birth, in the honourable Eaft-India 
company, which he called a lieu- 
tenant of an India craft, and upon 
which ſtation I was immediately to 
enter, butTeveral circumſtances which 
had lately occurred, giving me no 
ſmall room to ſuſpect the integrity 
of my father's intentions, and ſtrong- 
ly pointing out to me, the neceſſity of 
the greateſt circumſpection: I had 
recourſe to the advice of friends, 
who recommended it to me, to en- 
quire into the nature of ſuch a ſta- 


tion, and the reality of my father's 


having procured it for me. 
7 a Accord- 


| 
| 
| 


— 


— . 


* 1 
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Accordingly, I made application 

to ſome gentleman in the India · 
Hue, and quickly found the pru- 
dence of, fuch precaution ; being 
informed, I was to be enrolled by 
the fictitious name of Thomas Plun- 
ert, and in no other ſtation, than 
chat of captain's ſervant as before, 
the aſtoniſhment I was ſeized with, 
at the diſcovery of ſo dark a deſign 
in my own —— I may juftly ſay, 
—— tion; for — had 
I not to 3 from fo fuſpici- 
ous a circumſtance: but alafs! this 
was only the prologue to ſuch ſcenes 
of inhumanity, as no chriftian ear 
Ca hear without amazement, or 
Parallel. The ftrange name of 


 Phankett, oceaſion d the greateſt con- 
fuhon in my breaft, a name I had 
never aſſumed, but on the contrary 
was an utter ſtranger to, except ſo 


far ag knowing it to be the maiden 
name 
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name of father's firſt lady. 
however, I reſolved te conceal my 
apprehenſions as much as pothble, 
and only expreſs my averſion to the 
voyage, and in the moſt humble 
manner entreated, he would be 
pleaſed to make ſome other provi- 


inflexible in his reſotation, and that 


I could promiſe myſelf but ſmall 
ſuceeſs from my intreaties, I plainly 
acquainted him with the diſcovery 
I had made at the India- , and 
the information J had from thence 
received. Stung at the diſcovery, 
and looking upon his defigns, at 
leaſt for that time fruſtrated, he burſt 
out in the extremeſt rage denounced 
vengeance againſt me, for my diſo- 
bedrence as he termed it, baniſhed 
me his nee, and charged me to 
approach him, or his houſe no more 


As 


at my peril ! 
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As ſoon as I was recover'd from 
the confuſion this hard ſentence 
plunged me in. I beſought him to 
let me have part of my prize money, 
for my ſubſiſtance, but that, this 
inexorable parent alſo denied, alledg- 
ing it was inſufficient to repay the 
expences, he had been at, in bring- 
ing me up: thus in a moment ſur- 


 roanded with penury and diſtreſs, 
Without parent, without friend, ex- 


ſed to the wide world, beſet with 
Ils, covered with misfortunes, and 
drove by a torrent of deſpair; what 
could I do, I had heard that his late 
royal highneſs the Prince of Wales, 
tho placed in too exalted a ſphere to 
be acquainted with the common 
calamities and diſtreſſes of human 
nature, was poſſeſſed of a heart ſuſ- 
ceptible of every tender imprefſion, 
and a ready hand always ſtretch'd out 
to raiſe up affliction from the duſt, 
or 
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or ſuccour with liberal bounty the 
pangs of unmerited diſtreſs, to him, 
my father being then ſteward of 
his houſhold; I determined moſt 
humbly to addreſs myſelf, and lay 
the detail of my ſorrows at his feet, 
which I accordingly did, when his 
moſt royal highneſs, upon enquiry 
into the truth of my — was. molt 
graciouſly pleaſed to order me an 
immediate ſupply, and alſo condeſ- 
cended to lay his commands on my 
father, to provide for me as in duty 
he ought. But my father was ſo 
greatly incenſed at this application, 
that regardleſs of his royal injunc- 
tions, he was now reſolved to ſet no 
bounds to his perſecution. 


I lodged at the George- Inn in the 


Hay-Market, when early one morn- 
ing, who ſhould pay me a viſit, but 


my gquondam friend the perriwig- 


maker; a man dedicated to my fa- 
015 D ther's 
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ther's purpoſes, and made uſe of by 


him, as an inſtrument to execute 
his unnatural deſigns againſt his own 
child. This humane gentleman, 
covering his fraudulent intent, un- 
der the- cloak of friendſhip, after 
paſſing the common ſalutation, told 
me the purpoſe of his coming was 
to acquaint me, that Tiberius in 
perſon intended to call upon me at 
eleven, and that he certainly had 
ſomething in view, very advantage- 
ous to my intereſt, which would 
then be communicated, ſo deſired 
me not to be abſent at the time ap- 
pointed, highly animated with ſo 
uncommon a mark of my father's 
| Kindneſs, my boſom glowed with 
gratitude, and I ardently wiſhed for 
the hour, that would permit me at 
his feet, to implore his pity, and aſk 
his benediction; the long expected 
hour at length arrived, and every 
a moment 
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moment encreaſed my anxiety ; the 
rapturous'tumult which agitated my 
mind, at the hopes of meeting, fo 
unexpectedly meeting, a kind re- 
lenting parent, far exceeds the de- 
ſcription of the moſt fervent pen, 
and nothing but the indelible cha- 
rafters which nature hath ſtamped 
upon the human foul, can poſſibly 
give a true idea of. 

As I fat in my window, with a 
ſoul full of expectation, my heart 
rebounded: at the ſound of every 
coach, and my eyes were — a 
fix d upon the remoteſt chair in view 
the ſound of a perſon enquiring for 
Nugenius at length, ſtruck my ears, 
Ihurried down ſtairs, and the fight | 
of a great bluff fellow, with an iron 
countenance, ſtruck an immediate 
damp all over me, where is the 
gentleman ? that is Nugenius was 
e e from the barr, then Sir I 

D 2 have 
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have ſome buſineſs with you, a letter 
Sir; and calling me into the entry, 
a gentleman whom you claim a near 
relation too, ſays he, with a gaſtl 

ſmile, ſends you this letter, which 
drawing forth from a greaſy pocket- 
book, he added; is without farther 
ceremony, nei ither more nor leſs 
than a warrant, you muſt go along 
with me this inſtant before juſtice 
Fielding; incapable of anſwering, 
I was dragged through the publick 
ſtreets in an inhuman manner, to 
the tes houſe in Bow-Freet 
Covent-Garden ; the juſtice was no 
ſooner informed of my being there, 
than a meſſenger was ſent to acquaint 
my father; who immediately attend- 


ed; on his arrival, I was directly 


* in, which codes was coun- 
termanded, till a conference was 
ended, which my father had defired; 
at length bei 8 ordered 2 

Was 
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I was thus addrefled by his wor- 
ſhip. 4% 0% 
How come you Sir to be trouble- 
ſome to this gentleman ? in the midſt 
of my confuſion, I replied, he was 
my father, and hope he will be kind 
enough to do ſomething for me, ſo 
far as to relieve me from my preſent 
diſtreſs ; whereupon my father turn- 
ing ſhort to the juſtice, he faid Sir 
'twill be better to ſend the fellow to 
Bridewell, than be troubled with his 
impertinence; terrified with the 
dread of a priſon, I fell on my knees 
and offered'to comply with any thing 
that ſhould be propoſed, my father 
then applying himſelf to Mr. Freld- 
ing, faid, Sir I am eternally teaſed 
both in public and in private about 
him; and never ſhall be at caſe, 
till he is locked up; adding in the 
moſt unbecoming language, thoſe 
 B——ch's of Quality, either feel 
DO} — for 
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for him, or pretend to do fo, to ſuch 
a degree that the perpetual larum 
now ſounds in my ear; the juſtice 
caſting his eyes upon me, ſeeming to 
be mov*d, expreſſed ſome figns of 
lenityand compaſſion ; and the whole 
tenour of my father's actions to- 
wards me, which encouraged by 
him, I gave a full account of, appear- 
ing perfectly cruel and inhumane, 
not only he, but ſeveral other gen- 
tlemen then preſent, generouſly be- 
came ene with my father in 
my behalf, whereupon he propoſed 
giving me ten pounds, upon condi- 
tion I ſhould inſtantly go to Ireland, 
where he agreed to remit me the 
ſame ſum annually, for four years to 

come, but that I ſhould in preſence 
execute a bond for the whole fifty 
pounds, to this I agreed, received 
the ten pounds, and executed the 

bond in the penalty of one hundred 
1 pounds, 
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pounds, with a ſpecial covenant for 
my immediate departure, which 
when I ſigned Nugenius, he ſtruck 
out, and obliged me to ſign by the 
feigned name of Thomas Plunkett, 
though the juſtice was kind enough 
to remonſtrate with him upon that 
head, by reaſon the warrant had 
been filled up with Nugenius, but in 
vain. 4 

Being by this means delivered 
from the warrant ; purſuant to the 

gagement, in a = days I em- 
— — for Ireland, comforting my- 
ſelf with the hopes of a better for- 
tune, and that by my induſtry and 
application in ſome buſineſs or other, 
I might be able to procure a decent 
ſupport, the aforeſaid allowance had 
it been paid me, being barely ſuffi- 
cient to keep me from ſtarving. _ 

On my arrival in /re/angd, I imme- 
diately addreſſed myſelf to all thoſe, 
; D4 from 


| 
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from whoſe generoſity or compaſſion, 
1 could hope the leaſt favour or 


- aſſiſtance, informed them of my 
_ earneſt defire of entering into ſome 


buſineſs, and it was no ſmall conſo- 
lation to me, to find my intentions 
approved, and amongſt others, the 
honorable colonel Mac Giure, a re- 
lation of my mother's aſſiſted me in 
a particular manner, to get the better 
of my misfortunes, by procuring me 
a handſome hrgeſs from my mo- 
ther, which out of his own bounty, 
he increaſed to a ſum of thirty 
pounds. 

Thad likewiſe about this time, the 
happineſs of meeting with my old 
friend Mr. Bond, at the Globe-Coffee- 
Houſe in Efſex-Street Dublin, whoſe 
humane regards to me, I can never 
ſufficiently acknowledge, to whom 
I related the barbarous treatment I 
had met with in London, which he 
* heard 
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heard not without amazement. By 
his advice, I made it my bufineſs to 
look out for a ſhop, » Properly. fitua- 


ted for the fale 
Dame-Street.. 

I ſoon found one fit for the purpoſe, 
J acquainted Mr. Bond therewith, 
who was ſo kind as to recommend 
me to the notice of Mr. Brennan, 
a merchant in Aungier-Street: the 
money I now was poſſeſſed of a- 
mounting through the bounty of 
Mr. Bond, to almoſt torty pounds, 
was laid out in repairing the ſhop, 
and the remaining part was expend- 
ed in purchaſing my ſtock, Mr. 
Brennan generoutly giving me credit 
for as much miore. 

Being thus placed behind my 
compter, my thoughts began to 
ſtream in a different current, I flat- 
tered myſelf, by an aſſiduous appli- 
cation to my buſineſs, I might ac- 

D 5 quire 


groceries in 
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quire a comfortable ſupport, not 
doubting, but abſence, and the in- 
ſignificant charge I ſhould now be to 
my father, was he to perform his 
engagements in the annual allowance, 
might rid me of all apprehenſions 
for the future, of farther cruelties 
from his hands; and who would not 
have entertained the ſame opinion, 
but how inſatiable is a perſecuting 
ſpirit, no teſtimonies of an induſtri- 
ous diſpoſition, nor the laudable de- 
fire of endeavouring, by affiduouſly 
proſecuting the buſineſs of my little 
ſhop, to be capable of ſupporting my- 
ſelf, could protect me from my father's 
reſtleſs malice, which now began 
its rapid progreſs. | 
About three weeks after I was 
ſettled in buſineſs, two ill looking 
men came into my ſhop, and aſking 
for ſome brandy, were no ſooner 


ſeryed, than one of them ſaid, I 


ſug- 


— 


The Oppreſſed Cap Tir. 7 


ſuppoſe Sir your pame is Nugeni us, 
T anſwered in the affirmative, I ſhall 
make bold to change it then by virtue 
of a writ, which being immediately 
produced, ſtruck me with ſuch a- 
mazemient, that I loſt the uſe of 
ſpeech for ſome time: you don't 
know one Tiberius Nugenius, con- 
tinued he, at the ſame time pointing 
to where the name was wrote, nor 
you don't remember the fifty pounds 
you borrowed, and then run away 
with. No, no, you don't remember 
al! this, to be ſure; I anſwered, I 
e gentlemen, my father did not 
order you to abuſe me in the execution 
of your office ; arrah, by my ſhoul, 
but you are not your father's ſon, 
wiſely returned the other, for your 
name is Plunkett, but what matters 
all this jaw, come along, come alon 
to your new lodging. I erestsl 
earneſtly for a few minutes to ſecure 
Ih ws 
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my books, and ſhut up my ſhop, 


but was in moſt abuſive language de- 
nied, one of the inhumane catch- 
poles ſeizing me by the collar, would 
not permit me even to take what 
little money I had in my till, but 
dragged me without ceremonie, to 
that manſion of wretchedneſs, the 
Black Dog Priſon; the bond which 
] executed before the juſtice in Lon- 
don, being the inſtrument made uſe 
of to lodge me in this diſmal place, 
it having been'in Dublin as long as 
myſelf. | | 
Reſolved to act with the utmoſt hon- 
our I directly ſent an account to Mr. 
Brennan the merchant, of the ſad 
reverſe in my affairs, deſiring he 
would fell all my effects, pay him- 
ſelf the ſum he' had fo kindly gave 
me credit for, and return the ballance 
to me; all which he performed, and 
juſtly accounted with me, nor 5 
8 is 
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his favours ſtop here; for 1 daily ex- 


perienced them during my confine- 
ment. 

Eight months did I paſs away in 
this goal, liberty appearing. in the 
ſame point of view as at firſt. aban- 
doned by my relations, I had almoſt 
ſaid by hope itſelf the laſt reſort of 
Pur ht rec" and in the moſt deſti- 
tute and abject condition; when it 
pleaſed Almighty Goodneſs to look 
down upon my diſtreſs, and to take 
away from the weight of my op- 
preſſion, by inſpiring the hearts of 
a noble earl, and an honourable lady, 
to compaſſionate my ſufferings, and 
extricate me from this abyſs of mi- 
ſery; in ſhort, the moſt generouſly 
Inches me to giv © hail for the action, 
of which — I no ſooner gave 


notice of, according to the due 


courſe of law, to Mr. Brady the at- 


torney , culled out; by my father, as 
£0 | moſt 
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-moſt proper to conduct theſe hono- 
rable proceedings, O might the gain 
of ſuch honour, be the only reward 
of ſuch pains : but he the more effec- 
ally to recommend himſelf to his 
employer, by further oppreſſing the 
oppreſſed, charged me with a ſecond 
action, of one hundred pounds, - be- 
ing the penalty of the ſaid bond, 

wickedly imagining though I might 
find bail for fifty, I could not for a 
hundred and fifty; but this was too 
flagrant an inſtance of cruelty to de- 
ter my generous friends from their 
charitable deſign, who perſiſting in 
their compaſſionate reſolutions, I was 
at length by their means, once more 
reſtdred to liberty. 

About two days after my releaſe 
Fils confinement, I accidently met 
Mr. Robert Nument, my father's 

agent, at the Globe-Coffee-Houſe in 

Dubhn, with whom J remonſtrated 

| | on 
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on — father's proceedings a _ 
me, the unparalell'd cruelty o 
barouſly, and unjuſtly ren Siler me 


into a goal, when I was in a capa» 
city genteely to have ſupported my- 


ſelf, without making any further 


application to him; and my being 
thin though out of priſon, ſtill deſ- 
titute of every means of ſupport, - 


This gentleman ſeeing me at liber- 


ty, and ſenſible ſhould I conteſt that 
bond, on which I had been detained, 
I ſhould certainly ſucceed, and ima- 
gining he could not more eaſily gain 


my father's eſteem, (being no ſtran- 
ger to his cruel diſpoſition) then by 


diſplaying his art in contriving ſome 


further means of oppreſſing me, hit 
upon the following method, he 
affected a great concern at my ſuffer- 
ings, and made a voluntary offer of 
his utmoſt ſervices, confefled the 
treatment I had met with, was realy 


very 


0 


very hard, and expreſſed an inclina- 
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tion to aſſiſt me with a ſum of mo- 
. could he but form to himſelf, 


robability of being repaid, and 
at 22 ſaid he would venture to 


advance me ten pounds, and run the 


riſque. But 1 replied, that ſum 
would be of no ſervice to me ; that 
I owed ſome ſmall matters, which I 
was deſirous of paying, and intend- 
ed to embark for Br:/to/, in order to 
entreat the advice and aſſiſtance of 
my brother Tiberinus Nugenius, who 


heard was then there; I was like- 
| wiſe in great want of aparrel; there- 


fore leſs then twenty pounds would 


not anſwer my ends, with little per- 


fwaſion, this generous and humane 
gentleman complied, inſtigated by 
the father of hypocriſy and lies, art- 


fully to conceal under the cloak of 


humanity, defi igns of the blackeſt 
nature; not ſuſpecting his Ane 
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cal intentions, and labouring under the 
greateſt anxiety of mind, as well as 
the moſt pinching neceſſity, I was 
induced to accept this pernicious 
offer, and executed a bond for the 
ſame, in which was inſerted; a 
nalty of one thouſand pounds ; this 
bond he immediately tranſmitted to 
my father in England, to be ready for 
the 'intended — of immuring 
me again in priſon at his pleaſute. 
- Having received this money, paid 
my few debte, and provided myſelf 
with ſome — — I embarked 
for the city of Bri/to/, and on my 
arrival there, I waited on my brother, 
to whom I related my ſufferings, and 
intreated his good offices with my 
father for obtaining me a reſtoration 
to his favour, not being conſcious of 
having forfeited it any otherwiſe, 
than by declining his propoſal to go 
to wo Eaſt-Indies, and by * 
is 
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his royal highneſs the Prince of 
Wales, in my great diſtreſs, and if 
theſe were crimes, they were ſuch 
only as real diſtreſs had occaſioned, 
though I had been perſecuted for 
them with relentleſs fury ; there- 
fore earneſtly hoped a brother's ſuf- 
forings would meet pity, — but alaſs ! 

how greatly was I diſapointed, pity 
and compaſſion were baniſhed his 
breaſt, and his behaviour proved 
him an intire ſtranger to the com- 
mon principles of humanity. 

Our firſt meeting was attended 
with pretty high words, however, he 
at length condeſcended ſo far as to 
bid me call on. him the next day, 
accordingly in the nn I waited 
upon him. 

He ſent for me up ſtairs, being 
yet in bed, though the ſun had 12 
ready gained his higheſt aſcent; he 


cops open the curtains, and I was 
Os im- . 
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immediately complimented with, 
how come you Sir, to be troubleſome 
ſo early? I thought Sir you ordered 
me to wait upon you this morning; 
what if I did, ſays he, is that a rea- 
ſon why you ſhould hunt me before 
I am out of bed, what do you want, 
what do you plague me for? Sir, I 
replied, ſetting afide the ties of afh- 
nity, which you are pleaſed to de- 
nie, though all the rhetorick you 
are maſter of, will never be able ta 
overpower truth, or perſuade. the 
world, one man is not our father; 
let the force of humanity plead for 
me, ſtand betwixt me and my fa- 
ther's anger, mitigate his wrath, and 
let me not be toſt about the world 
deſtitute of ſupport, and have no 
place to lay my head, if not to me, 
be juſt at leaſt to your father, and 
yourſelf; prevent the world from 
cenſuring, I was proceeding in this 

man- 
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manner, but was interrupted, with, 
no methodiſt ſermon, no preaching, 
Oon's, what would the man have ? 
what is not Sir in your power to 
give, humane uſage; I think I am 
overſtocked, both with humanity 
and patience, to hear a detail of ſuch 
ſtuff; but I ſuppoſe the truth is, 
you come upon the old errand you 
ave ſo often teized my father with; 
money friend, money, now for a 
modeſt requeſt, how much want 
you; Sir it is too true, I have no 
money to carry me up to London, 
what you'think proper for that pur- 
poſe, will do me at preſent the 
greateſt ſervice ; Tom, give him pen 
and ink; write a receipt friend ; for 
what ſum Sir? ſtay now I think 
better of it, I will do it myſelf, give 
me the paper, he wrote upon 
pillow, and delivered it to me to 
ſign; I read as follows, Ipromilſe to 
— | | "I 1 pay 
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pay to Tiberinus Nugenius or order, 


on demand, the ſum of one guinea 
for value received: I took no notice 
of this amazing ſum, but cooly 
taking up the pen, ſet my name to 
the paper, then taking up the piece 
betwixt my finger and thumb, I ſaid, 
this Sir, I ſhall take care to preſerve, 
as a perpetual memorandum of pa- 
te affection, and to what an ex- 
ceſs of liberality ; the force of hu- 
manity is capable of urging ſuch a 
tender hearted man as my brother 
Tiberinus ; I ſaid no more, but turn- 
ing ſhort, left the room without any 
further ceremony. 

He wrote an account to my father 
in London, by the next-poſt, of my 
being in Briſtal, and the uſage he 
had met with from me, the bond he 
had received from Ireland, was im- 
mediately tranſmitted to Tiberinus, 
with a writ thereupon againſt 9 


Fi 
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the penalty of one thouſand pounds, 
on non payment; and, the cup of 
my Afflictions not being by him 
— full enough, another goal 
was now eto be my portion; but as 
if my being conducted to priſon in 
the ordinary manner was not enough 
to ſatisfy the moſt implacable malice, 
my good brother willing to recom- 
mend himſelf to my father, by ſume 
diſtinguiſhing act of inhumanity, con- 
deſcended to perform the office of a 
bailiff s ſetter, in the following man- 
ner: a few mornings after, our afore- 
{ſaid conference; as I was walking 
ſolitarily towards the Hot-Wells, mu- 
Eng upon my melancholy fituation, 
I unexpettedly met in the road my 
evil genius, he checked his reins 
upon ught of me, and called me to 
bm. _ vou Sir, ſays he, meet 
ne the breaktaſting room, about 
16,4710 tomorrow, and you ſhall 
chr hear 
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hear of ſomething to your advantage 
beſure you fail not being there at the 
time, becauſe I am obliged to attend 
buſineſs in another place before 
eleven; I promiſed to be punctual, 
and he ſpurred on. 

The next morning I failed not my 
appointment, where I met him ac- 
cording to promiſe; he retired along 
with me into a private room, and 
called for two diſhes of coffee; the 
diſcourſe at length ſetling upon the 
old affair, his baſe inſinuendoes, and 
indecent reflections on my mother, 
compelled ſome warm words from 
me; ſeeming ſtung with the ſmart⸗ 
nefa of one of my anſwers, he took the 
opportunity of riſing up, and ſtrik- 
ing the table with great violence, in 
an elevated voice; ſaid, then you 
raſcal if nothing can tame you, but 
confinement, you ſhall have ſufficient 
of ve at which. inſtant the door 


open- 


hd is your very picture by 
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opening, Mr. Rhodes the baliff at- 
tended by one of his followers came 
in, and laid hold of me; ſeveral 
gentlemen who were in the adjacent 
rooms, upon hearing the buſtle we 
now made, entered our apartment, 
and enquiring into the cauſe of the 
diſturbance, my brother replied, an 
inſolent raſcal I have laid by the heels 
for a ſmall action of a thouſand 
pounds, is become obſtreperous 
take the fellow away officer, take 
him away. Fye fye, ſaid a gen- 
tleman, which if I rightly remem- 
ber, was Mr. Crosby, addreſſing him- 
ſelf to my brother, if you won't re- 
heve the poor young fellow, don't 
uſe him in this barbarous manner, 
tell me not Sir of barbarity, the 
villain ought to be gibbited alive, for 
e ee himſelf upon the public as 
my brother; brother or not brother, 
G—d, re- 

turned 
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turned Mr. Crosby, and I would at 
leaſt have ſo much regard for a glaſs 
that repreſented me in ſuch perfec- 
tion, as not to deſtroy it— you are at 
will to jeſt Mr. Crosby as much as 
you pleaſe, but I have my father's 
expreſs commands for what I do, 
and fink me, but to goal he ſhall go, 
ſhould all the world interceed for 
him; but in what light muſt the 
public look upon you Nugenius, if 
you deſcend ſo low as to perſonate 
the vile character of a bailiff's fol- 
lower? faid one Mr. Lynch, who 
was now one of the crowd, retrieve 
this falſe ſtep, and let the young 
man go about his buſineſs ; let him 
officer ; that. Sir, I cannot do, 
ſaid Mr. Rhodes, who had hold of 
me ſtill, but if  Nugenzus, ſays the 
word, in preſence of all theſe worthy 
gentlemen, I will with the greateſt 
pleaſure releaſe him, and atk no- 
E thing 
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thing for my trouble, for by G—d 
the writ would have laid dormant in 
my pocket theſe ſeven years had 
not he compelled me to do my 
office, by ſetting the man himſelf: 
you are an inſolent raſcal, replied 
my brother, and deſerve to be well 
caned,— the raſcal you may take to 
yourſelf, and as to the caning part, I 
with you had courage to attempt it ; 
during this altercation, I fat drowned 
in tears, confuſed, and even ſtupe- 
fed at the ſudden ſtroke; when one 
of the gentlemen coming to me, 
kindly asked me, 'if I had any mo- 
ney, which I anſwering in the ne- 
gative, he applied himſelf to my 
compaſſionate kinſman, in this man- 
ner; Nugenius, the unhappy young 
fellow is deſtitute of caſh, I hope 
you intend not to add to your inhu- 
manity, by ſending him pennyleſs 
to ſo diſmal a place, Mr. Rhodes 4 
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ſo good as to inform the young gen- 
tleman, what money will be wanted 
to keep the poor man from ſtarving; 
let him ſtarve and be damn'd, was 
returned,— and without money re- 
plies the officer, ſtarve he muſt, and 
worſe damn'd he cannot be, then 
when he finds himſelf at his entrance 
into priſon, ſurrounded by a group of 


meagre wretches, demanding the 


tribute of five ſhillings for what they 
call garniſh, it being cuſtomary to 
make a depoſite of that directly, 
part of which, is applied to the pur- 
chaſe of coals, and the remainder to 
allay the drought of throats ſeldom 
gratified with any thing ſuperior to 
{imple element; if the money is 
not paid, he certainly undergoes the 
ceremony of ſtripping, and is left to 


ſtarve without pity, and without re- 
dreſs; neither is there in this place 


* any 
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any allowance cf bread, fo uſual in 
other priſons. 

- The ſtanders by were all affected 
with a ſenſe of the miſeries I was 
doomed to ſuffer : no entreaties were 
wanting, but all in vain; for the 
boiſterous ſea, in the rage of hurri- 
canes might ſooner be ſupplicated to 
liſten to the prayers of ſinking na- 
vigators, tha this inhuman comp 
ſition of pride, cruelty and 
be perſuaded to turn an ear, to = 
dictates of pity and compaſſion ; the 
gentlemen to crown all their favours 
generouſly made a collection for me, 
to which this humane officer, who 
had me in his charge, contributed 
half a guinea; I mention this with 
more pleaſure, as there are but few 
inſtances of ſuch humanity to be 
found, in people of his ſtation: we 
ſet out ſoon after for Glouceſter, 
where I was reſigned up the follow- 


ing 
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ing evening to the care of Mr. Ben- 
jamin Hemmings, keeper of the 
_ 

Thus the reader finds me once 
more plunged in the horrors of a 
goal, and ſurrounded with circum- 
ſtances. of the deepeſt diſtreſs; for 
after the conſumption of the ſmall 
ſum I had received from the bene- 
volence of the gentlemen at the 
Hot-Wells, 1 muſt inevitably have 
periſhed for want, had not the re- 

rt of ſuch unprecedented cruelties 
fpread itſelf abroad, and excited the 
compaſſion of the benevolent an 
humane, for whoſe benign regards, 
J here muſt humbly beg leave to re- 
turn my moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments ; impelled by a ſenſe of the 
greateſt duty, in filent reſpect, I for- 
bear to mention her, whoſe elevated 
rank and dignity ſtrikes with awe, 


and whoſe innumerable virtues at- 


24 tract 
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tract at once the love and reſpect of 
all mankind; not under the ſame 
embaraſſment to the reſt of my ge- 
nerous benefactours Rowland Pitt, 
Eſq; of the city of Glouceſter, for 
his frequent favours, and likewiſe 
to Mrs. Owen, a lady of fortune in 
the ſame city, who not only cloathed 
me, when I was almoſt naked, and 
preſerved me from the fangs of pinch- 
ing neceſſity, but became a generous ' 
interceſſor with my father, in my 
behalf, though to little purpoſe. 

The eight months wy melancholy 
 wretchedneſs, I ſpent in this place, 
would have been equal in diſtreſs, to 
what I experienced during my con- 
finement in the Black- Dog priſon in 
Dublin, had not an accident happen- 
ed,. which ingratiated me to Mr. 
Hemmings the keeper; the felons in 
this priſon, by ſome remiſneſs in the 
legiſlature, too frequent in moſt _ 

| . 
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the county goals in this kingdom, 
are permitted the ſame liberty, with 
the uuhappy people confined for 
debt, and the benefit of the ſame 
yard is promiſcuoully enjoyed by both 
in the day-time, and not till nine 
in the evening are they locked up in 
their diſtin& ward; at which time a 
great brindled maſtiff, a conſtant at- 
tendant of the turnkey, marches 
* ina ſtately manner before him, with 
the maſly keys, that command the 


entrance or thoſe infernal manſions 
held in his fatal jaws, which his 


maſter armed with a great oak ſap- 
ling; when arrived at the ponderous 
door, demands the ſuppliant miniſter 
to deliver up; the neceſſary duty be- 
ing performed, Cerberous immedia- 
tely retires to his den, and his 
maſter to reſt. | 
It happened one evening, the 
felons under ſentence of tranſporta- 
E 4 tion, 
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tion, having concerted a ſcheme to 
make their eſcape, were then about 
to put it in execution, to which pur- 
pole ſeveral had freed themſelves 
from their fetters, their intent was 
when Bedal the turnkey came at 
the lock-up hour to ſecure them, to 
knock him down with the billets, 
(made uſe of for firing) and ſeize 
upon the keys, a diſpute ariſing a- 
mongſt them, juſt at the critical mo- 
ment, and encreaſing to high words, 
Was luckily overheard by ſome of 
the debtors, who on the inſtant 
came and acquainted Mr. Bedal of 
the ſame, ' he called immediately 
three or four of us to his afliſtance, 
and. armed with cutlaſſes and blud- 
geons; Cerberus alias Lion leading 
the van, we ſoon quelled the deſpe- 
rate villains, though not till ſeveral 


wounds were diſtributed amongſt 
| 1 * _ 
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them, and the dog ſcizing one, had. 
very nigh tore out his throat. 

My behaviour in this action re- 
commended me to the favour of Mr, 
Hemings, who induſtriouſly applied 
himſelf to do me all the ſervice in 
his power, would frequently indulge 
me with a walk in his bowling-green, 
gained me the notice of ſeveral 
people of quality, and whenever 
greatly diſtreſſed, Would freely ad- 
vance me ſmall ſums of money. 

The general election for the city 
of Briſtol now approaching, my 
father, who intended to appear a 
candidate, apprehending ſuch a ſcene 
of continued tyranny to his own ſon, 
. would by no means be favourable to 

him, in fo critical a juncture ; and 
not caring to have his unnatural pro- 
ceedings laid open to the world, 
thought it neceſſary to change his 
plan, and inftead of ſtarving me in 

E 5 a 
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a priſon, deſigned now to tranſport 
1 N 
This black deſign through the 
merciful interpoſition of providence, 
was rendered abortive, by my time- 
ly eſcape at the very juncture, when 
all things were in readineſs to put it 
into execution. . 

A bond with a warrant of attorney, 

to confeſs a judgment in the penalty 
of ſix hundred and twenty pounds 
payable to my father, with a ſpecial 
covenant to indent myſelf to go 
abroad for ſeveral years, was tran- 
ſmitted by Mr. Cox, my father's 
London ſolicitor to Glouceſter, and 
forwarded to me in that caſtle of fa- 
mine, with a generous offer of my 
liberty once more, provided I would 
execute the ſame, by the favourite 
fictitious name of Thomas Plun- 
kett. 


This. 
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This was but cold comfort, being 
ſtill uncertain as to my deſtined fate, 
but conſcious of my inabilities to 
cope with ſo powerful an adverſary, 
and wearied of being thus immured 
in goals, I determined to get my li- 
berty at any rate, and as ſoon as poſſi- 


ble embrace the firſt opportunity of 


making my eſcape to Hrance, where 
I was in hopes of getting introduced 
to a near relation of my mother's, 
Ignatius Nugenius, who at that time 
commanded in the French king's ſer- 
vice, as a general of horſe, to whom 
I propoſed relating my ſufferings, 
and doubted not finding a kind re- 
ception, or at leaſt an aſylum from 
the perſecuting hand of a barbarous 
parent. 

Accordingly, I acquieſced with the 
propoſal, and was promiſed to be 
fitted out with apparel to the amount 
of 25 . though the only articles I 

7 75 x received 
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received, was a coat and a pair of 
breeches, but as it was judged pro- 
per to have an attorney preſent on my 
part, in order to render their pro- 
ceedings the more effectual in law, 
one Mr. Driver, a gentleman of fair 
character in that profeſſion, Was 
pitched upon, to act for me in this 
affair, which he at firſt ſtrenuouſly 
oppoſed, declaring, from his know- 
ledge, it was a tranſaction of the 
baſeſt kind. _ 

But the agent on behalf of my 
father, urging my conſent, and put- 
ing the beſt face on this bad cauſe, 
at length found means to prevail upon 
him to do it, though Mr. Benjamin 
Hemmings the goaler could by no 
means be prevailed upon to witneſs 
what he called ſo iniquitous a pro- 
ceeding. 

By this means, I once more turn- 
- ed my back on a priſon, though with 
| | 4 
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a mind totally confuſed, from the 
information I had received, of the 
plot laid for me, from which I 
earneſtly beſought the merciful diſ- 
poſer of all events to deliver me. 
My deſign of going to Ignatius Nu- 
genius, I had inadvertently commu- 
nicated to my brother, who from the 
malignity of his heart, had carefully 
ſent word of it to my father, and he 
ſenſible how greatly all my mother's 
family reſented the diſhonour he 
had, brought upon her and them, 
which had expelled him Ireland ; 
could by no meansreliſh that thought, 
and therefore Irenius Arrusof Briſtol, 
being then a ſuperior magiſtrate of 
the county, was commiſſioned to 
prevent my intentions, by conduct- 
ing the new ſcheme as follows. 
After I had ſigned the indenture, 
in which I bound myſelf for ſeveral 
years to ſerve one capt. Mac Kenjie, 


who 
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who was only maſter of a little Mary- 
land trader, and being poſſeſſed of no 
property in America, could not have 
any other view of making me turn 
out to his profit, than by expoſing 
me to public ſale, conſcious of this, 


I made it my ſtudy to elude the 


wicked deſign. 
As ſoon as I was diſcharged, three 


men were employed to eſcort me to 


Briſtol, where the moment I arrived, 
I was to be put on board, and with- 


out farther delay conveyed abroad ; 


theſe ruffians were, a ſervant belong- 
ing to Irenius Arrus, one of Mr. 
Wade's, my father's attorney in Bri/- 
tel; and to compleat the triumvirate, 


a bailiff 's follower, attended by theſe 
my honourable guardians, I ſet out 


from Gleuceſter. 


I took particular care that my be- 
haviour on the road might be ſuch 


as to give no fuſpicion, that the vil- 


lains 
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lains might not entertain any appre- 
henſions whatever, when arrived 
near our journey's end, I thought it 
proper to execute my deſign, ſtrict 
orders as I had been informed by 
ſome friends in Glouceſter, had been 
given to this diabolical crew, to en- 
courage me in drinking as much as 
poſſible ; aware of this deſign, I 
made it my endeavours to turn the 
ſcales upon them, which with a 
little art I affected. 
At our entrance into Briſtol, feign- 
ing myſelf very fick, this ſerved me 
as an excuſe for calling at the Edin- 
borough-Caftle, a houſe I had for- 
merly been acquainted with ; as ſoon 
as I alighted, I made it my care to 
compleat their dofe ; my ſickneſs en- 
creating, I deſired the favour of 
laying down for an hour or two, 
which they having no ſuſpicion of 
my deſign, readily granted, when 
retired 
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retired to my chamber, I called up 
the landlord, and related to him my 
unfortunate 1 he was ſo ho- 
neſt, though employ'd at this time 
in keeping open houſe for my father, 
on account of the enſuing election, 
as to ſay, Sir I have no _ over 
you, ſo conſequently it would be il- 
legal in me to offer to detain you, 
my doors are open.— I took the hint, 
and ſlipping down ſtairs, left my 
guard in the lurch, and with the 
utmoſt expedition, * the beſt of 
my way to Mr. Charles Gordon, at the 
Golden-Ball in Wine-Street, where 1 
had been directed. 
Here I was inform'd, that at a 
certain attorney's houſe in Vine- 
Street ; where 1t had been concerted 
my truſty overſeers ſhould conduct 
me; a party of ſea lambs, belonging 
to one Green a purveyor of tranſports, 


whole veſſel was s prepared to give me 
due 
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due reception, that very evening 
were lying in wait. | | 

Overjoy'd at this eminent eſcape, 
I looked upon. my preſent fituation 
as an aſylum, to ſecure me from 
ſurrounding dangers, and retired 
with great ſatisfaction to repoſe: Ire- 
nius Arrus, to reward his ſervant 
for his over abundant care and cir- 
cumſpection, diſcharged him the fol- 
lowing day, and the fellow lives 
nn Be. 

How far this magiſtrate, or any of 
his friends, can reconcile theſe pro- 
ceedings to the character of a good 
man, I leave the world to judge. 
But it is certain, by theſe means he 
thought the more effectually to gain 
the affection of my oppreſſor, for 
whoſe intereſt he was a great ſtickler: 
here I would adviſe this gentleman, 
if he has any regard for his future 
welfare, in the moſt conſpicuous part 

of 


102 The Oppreſſed Ca TIvx. 


of his houſe, to have wrote in large 
Capitals, the ſaying of a truly wiſe 
man, vis. Innocence, though con- 
netted with miſery, is infinitely pre- 
ferable to guilt and grandeur,--— 
This being perpetually in his eye, 
might one time or other ſtrike his at- 
tention, when the parallel, ſo obvi- WM: 
ous | betwixt him and me in that 
golden fentence, would perhaps be 
a means to point out his errors,- and 
reclaim a loſt ſheep to its native 
fold. 

But to proceed, the better to ſe -· 
cure myſelf from any future attempts 
and induced with the hopes of raiſing 
ſome friend, who might be able to 
protect me againſt their iniquitous 
ſchemes, I determined immediately, 
x the hardſhips of my caſe; i 

being urged the more to this laſt re- 
ſource, upon account of writs having 
been abſolutely iſſued out, and diſ- ef 
| . patched 
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patched to all the ſea port towns to 
prevent my getting away. 
Here methinks, I ſee the reader in 


amazement lift up his hands, was 
eyer implacable anger carried before 
to ſuch induſtrious _— is this the 
anger of a father? to his child, no— 
is ſeems rather relentleſs juſtice per- 
ſecuting with iron hands, in the ſe- 
vereſt manner, rapes, murders, felo- 
ny, and treaſon ; it is not, it cannot 
be that ever parental ire, ſhould be 
carried to ſuch extreams againſt the 
ſue of his own bowels—compelled 
by famine to commit the few errors 
he is charged with; but ſay generous 
reader, how great the error? how 
reighty the crime? to look up to 
e authors of 'our being for ſubſiſt- 
ance ; how aggravating the t, to 
aſk l a — gue 
nnumerable ſervants fit round tables 
f plenty, the crumbs of which are 
denied 


that this is the ſole fault for which 


thyſelf give evidence to. 
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denied to his on child? and yet, 


J have hitherto ſuffered, bewitne!; 
ecution, and malice in ſpite cf 


My mother's family at this time, 
were ſo highly incenſed at my fa- 
ther's moſt ungenerous treatment oi 
her, they would by no means per- 
mit her to countenance, what they 
looked upon as a living monument 
of their diſgrace; and indeed, ſhe 
being now connected to the interel 
of another family by marriage, it 
was not to be expected ſhe ſhould, 
much more concern herſelf about 
me; knowing at the ſame time, how 
far my father's abilities were capable 
of advancing me, without either 
prejudice to himſelf, or apy one elſe 
of his family; thus I fell a ſacrifice 
to the careleſſneſs of the one, and 
the tyranny of the other. L 
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In ſhort, I make no doubt, it will 
appear to the public, as well as my- 
ſelf, my father's ſole intention was, 
and is nothing leſs than my deſtruc- 
tion; otherwiſe, as he knew my de- 
ſign to go over to France, what rea- 
ſon can be aſſigned for his taking ſo 
much pains to obſtruct me; but hi- 
therto by the ſignal interpoſition of 
providence, I have eſcaped the fatal 
ſnare, preſerved as yet from the ſe- 
cret perils of ſalt water, the ravenous 
hunger of deſtroying tharks, and 
worſe than theſe the ſhackles of end- 
leſs ſlavery. | 
I was obliged during my ſtay at 
Briſtol, to confine myſelf to my 
room, officers of all denominations 
being employ'd to watch the door 
day and night, and all the avenues 
round, were kept ſecretly, though 

| ſtrictly 
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ſtrictly guarded, as I found any at- 
tempt towards an eſcape was im- 
practicable, I never endeavoured it; 
but made myſelf as eaſy as my pre- 
ſent melancholy circumſtances would 
. 

As I had no other choice now, 
I ſet about writing an abſtract of my 
caſe, with a fixed reſolution to pub- 
liſh it without delay, my father 
being informed of my intentions, 
and not choofing the world ſhould 
at this critical time, when every art 
is made uſe of, and the complicated 
force of bribes and flattery, are 

- thought- inſufficient to gain the un- 
ſteady multitude, be acquainted with 
His unnatural proceedings, and con- 
ſcious it would give the oppoſite 
party the greateſt ſatisfaction to ex- 
poſe his barbarity, and open the 
eyes of the public, in regard to a 
man 


ö 


| 
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man they had fixed upon, as the 


-| moſt proper to execute an office of 
the higheſt truſt, which likewiſe at 
the ſame time is one of the greateſt 
d honours capable of being conferred 

upon a ſubje&; being conſcious I 
„gay of the difficulties he muſt lie un- 
der, ſhould this dreaded caſe be pub- 
j.W liſhed ; he contrived every artifice, 
er that ſubtility and invention could 
pat in practice to prevent it ;- menaces 
and flattery, were alternately made 
uſe of; to-day his emiſſaries breathed 
out the languageof perſecution, and 
nothing lets than Newgate was to be 
my perpetual doom ; to-morrow-the 
ſcene was changed, and mountains 
were promiſed, which the ſucceſ- 


hills, 
One day a certain gentleman of 


the broad-brim fraternity, vulgarly 
called 


five day ſaw dwindle into mole- 
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called quakers, was uſhered into my 
chamber, and being ſeated ; friend 
ſays he, humanity and a deſire to bring 
into the path of life, a ſtray ſheep, 
induceth me to call upon thee, that 
if poſſible I might open the ears of 
thy underſtanding, to the end that 
the light of the ſpirit, might be ad- 
mitted to operate upon thee, and 
thou ſhouldeſt become a new man:--- 
admiring ſo uncommon an intro- 
duction, with great civility I'defired 
him to proceed, — rebellion and 
diſobedience to our ſuperiors, will 
be puniſhed in the regions of dark- 
neſs; in the regions of darkneſs will 
they be chaſtiſed, where is weep- 
ing and wailing, and gnaſhing of 
teeth, and though thou deckeſt 
thy face in ſmiles, ſuch as the 
prophane ſmileth, yet it behoveth 


me, to ſay unto thee, as Oy 
N fal 


D xt ed ¶ü—ì9 -- 


f 
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ſaid unto David, thou art the man 


after a figh was continued, friend 


thou haſt abuſed the ears of this city, 
moved .thereunto by the father of 
lies, the ears of this city, haſt, thou 
abuſed; thou haſt ſounded the 
trumpet of ſedition, and diviſion is 
ſcattered abroad, be no more as one 
of the wicked, take not thee part 
with the ſons of Belial, but let the 
\ hatch the ſeeds of truth, and 


ou ſhall flouriſh, as flouriſheth the 


it is the ſpirit of gold not the ſpirit 
for. this charitable viſit Friend, 
friend, be not thou as the prophane 
one is, Who ſtoppeth his ears to 
council, and ſitteth in the chair of 
folly ; for verily it is ſaid, thou haſt 
rebelled againſt thy father, who be- 
got thee, yea, * haſt ſet thyſelf 

| WE! up 
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up againſt thy own fleſh and blood, 
and evil I ſay unto thee, evil muſt 
proceed therefrom, Here a conſi- 
derable pauſe enſuing, Sir faid I, if 
compelled by hunger, my aſking for 
bread may be termed rebellion, than 
have I rebelled, if endeavouring to 
fly from an implacable parent, to 
avoid the efforts of relentleſs tyran- 
ny, by ſeeking an aſſylum in a fo- 
reign country is diſobedience, then I 
have diſobeyed, but without farther 
prolixity, pray what have I to ex- 
pect from a viſit introduced in ſo un- 
common a manner; to which was 
anſwered, I viſit thee as Noah's dove 
vilited the ark, verily I bring an 
olive branch as an overture of peace, 
—— here drawing a green purſe 
from his pocket, he ſeemed to eye 
it attentively, though his looks de- 
noted at the ſame time no great pro- 
penſity to part with it, I will not ſay 


friend, 
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friend, but J have orders, continued 
he, to offer thee ſome pieces, would- 
eſt thou hearken to propoſals intend- 
ed ſolely for thy benefit; four guineas 
will carry thee to the great city, and 
thou wilt have ſufficient thereof re- 
maining to anſwer all thy purpoſes 
until time ſhall come, when thou 
thall* be amply provided for; yea, 
and I ſay unto thee, that time is nearer 
at hand than thou deviſeſt. Sir ſaid 
J, I am not willing to be an inſtru- 
ment employed to prejudice my fa- 
ther in any ſcheme he is bent to exe- 
cute, but what ſecurity have I to de- 
pend upon, ſhould T accept of your 
offer, which you may be certain I 
will not, or for your performance of 
-what you promiſe, nay what is it you 
promiſe, or how ſhall I be provided 
for? to which, after ſometime ſpent 
in rectifying his ſtarch band, Amini- 
dab anſwered, friend thou art as one 
1218580 F 2 of 
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of the unthinking ones are, thou 
ſhutteſt thine ears to reaſon; O! 
may the thick darkneſs thou art in- 
volved in, be diſperſed, and the 
light internal ſhine upon thy under- 
ſtanding, and direct thee to walk in 
the rig t way, haddeſt thou been 
attentive to 2 I ſaid, thy Intel- 
le&s muſt have told thee, the rod of 
chaſtiſement is withdrawn, and re- 
buke ſhall no more frown upon thee; 
here is three times more than ſuffi- 
cient to defray thy road expences, a 
great deal of money friend, verily a 
great deal, if thou makeſt proper 
uſe of it; telling out at the ſame- 
time five guineas very deliberately 
upon the table, hat remaineth 
in thy pocket, will keep thee hand- 
ſomely till thy father cometh 

Who will Punt delay, he — 

by me procure thee ſome profita- 

ble employment under the govern- 

ment; 
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ment; yea verily, and ſomething 
within whifpereth. me thou ſhalt in a 
little time become à great man. 

In ſhort, not to fatigue the reader 
any more, with x dull recitab of what 
paſſed betwixt the ſanctified fargeon 
and myſelf; the following day he 
agreed to make me a preſent of fix 
guineas, to diſcharge. whatever 1 
owed to tlie landlord: af the houſe, 
to give me ſecurity I ſhould not be 
moleſted in any ſhape whatever, pro- 
vided I would depart the city of 
Briftol the next day; and leave an 
inſtrument along with him, teſtifying 
my reſolution to proſecute the au- 
thor or authors of any pamphlet, 
bold enough to prefix my name 
thereto, 18 
I bluſh to, record my weakneſs, 
flattering myſelf with the hopes that 
my father would be pleaſed; at my 
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and fulfill the promiſe made by his 
agent, I accepted the terms, and 
once more fell into the ſnare prepa- 
red for me ſome time before: the 
next morning early, I ſet out for 
London on' foot, being determined 
to ſpin out my money to the greateſt 
og, where in four days I arrived, 
nothing remarkable intervening du- 
ring my journey. Nor 

I) this manner having regained 
my liberty, and reflecting upon the 
danger I had eſcaped, my father's 
reſtleſs cruelty, and my brother's 
-baſe behaviour; I found there was 
ſtill no little reaſon. to ſuſpect the 
promiſes lately made, of procuring 


me a place in ſome of the public 
offices, ſo I reſolved to keep myſelf 
as ſecure as poſſible, froni any plot 
vhich now might be hatching againſt 
me: till I had determined how to 
proceed, I procured lodgings in the 
ne 13 


moſt 
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moſt ſecret manner, at an 17: houſe 
in Princeſs-Street Leiceſter-Fields, 
the maſter of which, I had former- 
. and N I could con- 

„ 

What little money I had to ſpare, 
was expended in purchaſing ſome 
decent aparrel, which I now greatly 
wanted, intending upon my father's 
arrival in town, to addreſs him 1 in the 
moſt dutiful-and ſubmiſſive manner, 
my deſign being to remind him, of 
his promiſe made by the quaker ; 
and by teſtifying with the ; utmoſt 
humility my filial duty and reſpect, 
endeavour, if not to gain his eſteem, 
at leaſt to ſoften his reſentment; if 
I ſhould fail in that, my reſolutions 
was to retire without loſs of time to 
France; being aſſiſted in that deſign, 
by a gentleman, whoſe ſincere re- 
gard, and tender affection, will al- 


Ways be imprinted within my breaſt; 
# Us gratitude 
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gratitude for the kind reception, and 
generous affiſtance I met with from 
his hands, compels me to caſt a veil 
over that dear name, the beloved 
owner of which, might tyrannically 
be perſecuted upon my account. 

I was not only furniſhed by him 
with ten guineas, and cloaths proper 
to appear before the great man, I 
now intended to ſeek relief from, 
but alſo provided with letters of re- 
commendation, neceffary for my in- 
troduction; to be brief, I looked 
upon the eve of my happineſs to be 
as now arrived, a m the Dover 
coach, was already took, and 1 
ſcarcely imagined myſelf upon Eng- 
4% ground; but alas! how foon 
were all my golden hopes blaſted. 
The morning before my intended 
departure, I was dodged from a 
friend's houfe in Leicefler-Frelds to 
the George-Inn in K 


K 
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by a couple of hell- hounds, attend- 
ed by the clerk of an honeſt lawyer 
in Pater-nefter-row, together with a 
ſervant of my humane father's, and 
was now apprehended by virtue of 
the laſt bond for fix hundred and 
twenty pounds, with an execution 
tacked to the back of it; and being 
thruſted immediately into a hackney 
coach, away jumbled I and the 
fends to the catch-pole's den in the 
Strand. 

Q reader, if ever thou was't unhap- 
py enough to be involved in misfor- 
tunes, no doubt thou muſt have 
heard of this inſatiable harpy, Who 
had me now in his clutches, but to 

ive thee at once a juſt idea of him, 
Bis nante will be ſufficient, and that 
bs:Rangal. 8 * 
.-. The. viciflitudes of human life, 
and the ſudden tranſitions from 
wealth to ed from plenty to 

boy * + Pm 


. 
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penury, make it not unſeaſonable in 
this place to entertain the public with 
a brief deſcription of that infernal 
manſion, called a ſpunging houfe. 
" Ve thou art that runs or 
ele es, may peace, plenty an 
R {till Walt upon 7 rg 
may ſt thou enjoy a JOE ely- 
ſiui in the arms of a faithful conſort, 
and thy blooming off-ſpring live up- 
on thy ſmiles, O may never a reverſe 
of fortune ſnatch thee. from ev 
domeſtick joy, to this den of woe, 
N fatal threſhold paſs d, O! for 
aught of Lerbe to fk paſt feenes 
in Oblivion, and deprive Wie of all 
ſenſation ; - here, Here, is the touch- 
ſtone of friendſhip ; ye time ſerving 
crew, who "fi ed at my table, 
whoſe wine it was that nightly de- 
rived you of your cares, when the 
2 bowl went gayly round, how 
laviſh were ye, your fortunes and 
e. Jour: 
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yourſelves were freely offered, wh 
ſuddenly ſo parſimonious; thou 
ſeſſed of twice ten thouſand, who 
. haſt experienced my liberal purſe, 
-more than once in time of utmoſt 
need; my ſubſtance is abroad, till 
that returns, be my bail for this 
three hundred? grant me patience ! 
am I refuſed, monſtrous villain! — 
be not amazed, try others, de- 
ceived again the circle which 
-but juſt now appeared crowded with 
friends, by applying the magnet of 
adverſity is ſuddenly vaniſhed. 
FThe coach in which the unhappy 
wretch is carried to this houſe of 
laughter, being ordered to draw up, 
he is puſhed: headlong out into a 
room, the doors and windows of 
Which are trebly guarded with iron 
bars, here in all probability he is re- 
ceived. by three or four brother's of 
misfortune,. and after having for a 
L | while 
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while ſtupidhy gazed at each other, 
he is 4 invited to fit down, 
filence and forrow ſwell up the ſhort 
interval betwixt this and dinner, 
-which though none of the moſt de- 
licate, is introduced by the great 
baſhaw himſelf, who- big with his 

own ſuperior worth, in great dignity 
ſeats himſelf at the head ; the wife 
as next in authority, places herſelf 
at his right hand, a couple of 
hawk-eye'd ſetters take their de- 

at his left. 

And now if the unhappy ſufferer 
hath any appetite, let him fit down 
and partake of the unſanctified meal, 
if not, expect the ſhe tyrant to growl ; 
marry come up, ſome folks are hard 
to pleaſe, though may be ſuch a 
table of their own, never called 
them maſter ; and though I fay it, 
as ſhould not ſay it, the beſt lord in 
— Winery ine 
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J carries the ready to market, and 
no one can ſay as Lowe them a fin- 
gle farthing, no no, Im not the 
body that runs in debt, and gives 
honeſt folk, the trouble to come at 
their own; but my dear anſwers 
old dignity from his elbow chair, 
what ſignifies being fo hard on the 
38 — his gall is broke 
will be more chearful; come 
Mary fill him up a glaſs of * 
which if refuſed, as moſt likely it 
may, is immediately fwallowed up, 
by ſome of this unfeeling crew, who 


ſeldom leave the table till four or 


five bottles are added to the reckon- 
ing, which when night arrives muſt 
be diſcharged ; at Which time all 
credit expires; and if the bill comes 
within the N eight cat 
or ten ſhillings, it wn 
moderate. 
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I he goaler now waits to ſee each 
to is ſeperate apartment, where 
ſcarcely time is permitted to undreſs, 
before the light is rudely took away, 
and the harmonious clangor of 
maſſy bolts and barrs conclude the 
ſcene. 

Left thus to meditate on the du- 
mal change ; grief and anxiety, ba- 
niſh ſleep, which otherwiſe might 
ſeal the drowſy eyelids in ſpight of 
Bugs, and a flock bed: the painful 
hours at length brings on the open- 
ing day, that with much difficulty 
penetrates through the numberleſs 
- barrs, which endeavour to obſtruct 
it's grateful entrance; ſtarting from 
the couch of miſery, tattered cur- 
"tains, duſty hangings, half a table, 
and a broken chair, greet the eye; 

the damp walls here, and there a- 
dorned with an old ballad, the babes 
in 1 wood, or perhaps a quaker's 


ſermon; 
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ſermon; the ten foot room with un- 
wearied ſtep, is now from ſide to 
ſide alternately meaſured; day ad- 
vances and the attentive ears, liſten 
to every noiſe, whilſt the eye reckons 
up the iron ſtuds, which chequer 
in geometrical ſquares the impene- 

trable door. | 
An hour ſhort of noon, liberty is 
-permitted to deſcend, when the 
moroſe tyrant, the muſcles of his 
face contracted in the ſterneſt man- 
ner, thus at the ſtair foot falutes you; 
well Sir, the twenty four hours al- 
lowed by act of parliament is ex- 
pired, I am told their is no proſpect 
of making your affair up, the debt 
is large, and for my own ſecurity, 1 
muſt call a coach and conduct you 
to Neugate.— Be not aſtoniſhed at 
the terrifying ſound, but croſs the 
monſters venal palm with half a piece, 
inſtantly his features relax, and the 
| tone 
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tone of his voice is ſoften'd : why 
Sir ſays he, I am a gentleman as 
ſcorns to uſe a man ill; fo be as you 
think to make matters up, ſtay here 
1 name, and let me tell you, 
| a great man whoſe name's 
ſhall be huſh, has ſpent a merry 
hour in my houſe ; for though I ſay 
Kanne of better wine is not to be 


found in London. 
With this item he leaves yo u aſſi- 
duoully to follow his daily deſtructive 


occupation, and now if neither bail 
or money can't be procured, nor the 
xelentleſs creditors give an ear. to 
| tion, take without delay the 
benefit of the habeas corpus act, 
which at the expence of about four 
— will remove you from this 

of 8 to whatever com- 


ihe king 


bench, 


iſon you think pr 
Took, de n. e 
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bench, being in ſuch caſes the ſad 
alternative. | r4 

Give no ear to the catch-pole, or 
any of his emiffaries, who as long 
as you ſpend profuſely will uſe all 
their art to detain you, will daily 
flatter you with hopes of compromi- 
ſing your affairs, and invent a thou- 
your money is gone, the cloven foot 
diſcovers itfelf, moſt baſe and injuri- 
ous ge is made uſe of, and the 
very firſt bill of extortion you are in- 
capable to pay, ſends you indeed to 
This was my unhappy caſe, the 
artful villain ſoon found I had mo- 
ney, which he was reſolved ſhould 
in alittle time revert to him; in con- 
ſequenee of which, I was kept in 
perpetual ſuſpenſe, were given 
me to day, which alaſs! the follow- 
ing day proved. falſe ; three or four 

ſhillings 
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ſhillings were added every night to 
my bill, for porters that were never 
employ d, and as much for liquor I 
never drank,; in the ſpace of ten or 
twelve days my pocket began to ebb, 
and I found myſelf reduced to a 
Hngle guinea, with which when the 
ſubtle demon was acquainted, ay ſays 
he to-morrow I will carry you to Mr. 
Cax, your father's attorney in Pater- 
- noſter-row, and make no doubt but 
we ſhall compleat your buſineſs. 
The next morning a coach was 
called, which big with the ſanguine 
thoughts of liberty, I immediately 
entered, when the coach ſtopped, 
this inhumane monſter, who had by 
various artifices received near ten 
guineas from me; ſtepped out, and 
giving me his hand; now Sir, ſays 
he, let me congratulate you upon your 
arrival to this famous and celebrated 
caſtle, where you will receive gy 
rl . | 
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ſtrict attendance than my poor hut 
was capable of givin g you. 
Neugate with all it's horrors preſent- 
ed itſelf to my eyes. and I was now 
for a third time plunged into the 
inhoſpitable manſions of a goal, and 
ſurrounded: with anguiſh and de- 
2 * on a ſudden was the cup of 
hope daſhed from my lips, and in a 
moment I found myſelf ſunk in the 
moſt abject diſtreſs, without a friend 
to apply to, and deſtitute of every 
thing but bread and water, but in 
6 of miſery Ilived, I yet live to 
make public theſe worſe than inqui- 
fitory. proceedings, and declare to 
the world theſe tales of horror, 
which otherwiſe muſt have deſcend- 
ed unknown, untold, to their na- 
tive hell. 

Time and reaſon; recovered me 
gradually from my confuſion. I re- 

5 ſolved 
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ſolved to apply to this inhuman pa- 
rent, for a mitigation of my woes, 
and not being conſcious of any act 
deſerving the unparaleld crueltics 
inflicted upon me, I even. entertained 
thoughts of ſucceeding, and did not 
decline all hopes, that pi *. 
Aeon would — the * 
wichin his breaft, from which. che 
had been ſo long expelled, B chere. 
— 1 father in ſeveral 
which the following: I 
an —— one. 

Admit Sir I baveoffenged you, and 
that my condutt has been bighty blame- 
able, which from a fincere compunc- 
tion of heart, with the deepeſt contri- 
1 T here acknowledge, fill Sir, a; 

errors Pry — 
"my youth, ana great a1irejs, Cat 
not me furch 4 deſerve ſuch ri 22% 
ment, if "my. offence Sir has the 


vation of being againſt my own 


of 


6 > a A ROC ca TT TOC c == Koa acM a. As ie 


—— CTA — rms — 8 Wem 


Jer my 


Me Oppreſſed Carrive. 129 


let the filial remorſe T now feel on'that 
account, find a | father 's forgiveneſs, 
that I am your 2 Sir, ever "AC 
n and by no be lady than 
your own coufin Cleora Nugenia, 
which I muſt own' you did me the ho- 
nour to avow, before the late Mr. juftice 
Fielding Permit me then Sir, 
once more to lay my miferies at your 
feet, implor ing your . and com- 
paſſion; ſbut not your ears againſt the 
cries 'of 0407 ring; let 

youth plead in behalf for pity, 2 
i than my abſolute deſiruttion attone 
errors; confider, confider, 
moſt honourable Sir, the mi 


your own ſou periſhing in Newgate. 
bin upon the con- 


of 
finement, "confider the ſeaſon of "the 


year, and deny not "mercy to bim, 
will cheerfully accept liberty, and'obey 
commands, ro go to 4 


it 


fries of 


ny. part” of 
the world * ſhall * and mate 
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it bis chief ambition, by every future 
actian to regain your. favour, there are 


farces, daily going abroad, and officer: 
are wanting, let me intreat you Sir, 
enable me to teſtify the duty I owe you 
by getting. me.a commiſſion ;—— Tam 
Jerry Sir, Vm) inſupportable diſtreſ- 
euer obliged me to reflect the 
| leaf diſhonaur upon your name, but 
neceſſity .. quill overcome inclination, 
for hunger is 4 troubleſome creditor, 
and ill nat be denied; but for every 
att diſplegſing to by St "4 bere on 
= \ of - my. very ſoul, crave your 
don, and foal 0 aſſure you there is no 
— age, I can bops-from the public- 
ation Wa my caſe, will be ſo agreeable 
to me as a reſtoration ta your favour ; 
therefore I beg ; 1th 2 2 1571 
once more let bumanity reaſſume it 
wonted ſeat in your breaft, and-deign 
to look upon me not only. as a fon, but 


* who has 4 juſt ſenſe of bis 


miſ- 
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miſcondutt, and your goodneſs, that 
be will devote every hour of his future 
life, to merit the continuance of your 
favour, a finer opportunity than the 
preſent can never offer, — 
youth an my fide Sir, and © 401/h 
for nothing more, than occafion to de- 
monſtrate I have courage too, &c. &c. 
About the ſame time I was thus 
lying to my father for mercy, 
1 . eh friend, addreſſed 


the public in my behalf in the Lon- 


don Evening, about the 2d of Juby 
1755, in the following letter ſigned 
Veritas, for which I return my hear- 
ty thanks. 5 5 | 


To. che Printer 
a —— addreſs I read in your 


3 
FE” 2 
J 
5 


c 


© cd, gives me no ſmall pleaſure; 
in hopes by the ſame channel they 


* may 


J have 


paper in hehalf of the diſtreſs- 
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may reach the knowledge of thoſe 
©. who have a heart to commiſerate, 
© anda purſe to relieveꝰ the rich Sir 
< wedaily experience to have many 
© friends, the wretched few, and 
tho we are all fellow creatures of 
the ſame creator, and are told a 
* cupof. cold water given the afflict- 
ed, ſhall not be forgotten, yet how 
frequently do we read of miſerable 
objects expiring in the open ſtreets 
for want, without any notice, ex- 
© cept that of a beadle, who in- 
duſtriouſly drives them into 
neighbouring pariſh to ſave. his 
* own the expenceof burying, and it 
by chance the crowd gathered on 
© ſuch ſad occaſions induces a man 
of affluence to ſtop his chariot 
* „ into the cauſe; with 
hat precipitancy does he again 
reſume his tolling poſture, Wo 
and forget it. . 
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* Butit is not my intention now, 
to treat upon the various diſtreſſes 
of mankind; much has been ſaid 
upon the ſubject by abler hand's; I 
only take up my pen with an intent 
to relate a fact, the very recollec- 
tion of which makes me ſhud» 
der. 

I had occaſion the other day to 
viſit an unfortunate friend in News 


gate, who was there confined for 
debt, amongſt the number of un- 


happy erſons, I then ſaw one par- 
dearly demanded my attention, 
he dppeared to me a youth about 
twenty two, or twenty three years 


of age, the dejection of his coun- 


tenance, and the ſtrong emblems 
of diſtreſs, that in various ſhapes 
were too manifeſt to eſcape my 
notice, would not ſuffer me to 
refrain aſking ſome particulars of 
his caſe. 


"By Good 
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© Good God, how I was con- 


founded, to hear his own father 


now enjoys an eſtate of many 
thouſands a year, that his mother 
was his father's own couſin, and 
daughter of a gentleman in Fre- 
vs of two thouſand five hundred 
pounds per annum; that he was 
confin'd at his father's ſuit, for a 
debt of many hundred pounds, 
and that this 1s no leſs Fas the 
third time in the two kingdoms, 
his father has thus immured him, 
that he is not allowed one penny 
by him, but on the contrary, his 
caſe was no better than the greateſt 
want ; ſhocked to the higheſt de- 
gree, I had ſcarce power to be- 
lieve it, till my friend gave me in- 
conteſtable proofs of the veracity 
of this fad relation. 
I went on ſtill further, enquired 
I he had ever applied for his diſ- 
charge, 
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charge, and was told yes, many 
time to no purpoſe, his father, if 
ſo he can be called, giving for an- 
ſwer he would not diſcharge him 
on any terms whatever, tho' at the 
ſame time he is not inſenfible of 
all he ſuffers, and that his only 
allowance 1s bread and water. 

* His father no doubt aſſigns ſome 
reaſon for confining him, but how 
can he any for ſtarving him. He 
wrote him a letter the other day, 

which I had the peruſal of, and. 
in that, he in the moſt penitential, 
and pathetick manner, implored 
his pardon for all offences, and. 
3 beſeeched a reſtoration to 
his favour, offered to ſpend his 
days in any clime, and in any 
manner he ſhould think proper, 
would he but make a reaſonable 


proviſion for him. | 
G 2 y But 
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gut deaf to every entreaty, and 
unaffected by his calamities, ſtill 
he perſiſts in his cruel perſecutions: 


has this unwearied youth offend- 


ed him? yes, he owns he has, 
yet ſuch offences were the mere 
effects of his youth, and great diſ- 
treſs; and why will not that at- 
tonement, that ſincere repentance, 
and return to a dutyful diſpoſition 
towards his father, procure him 
that mercy from his earthly parent; 
which he is not denied in the like 


caſe by his Heavenly one. Tis the 


neceſſity, not the merit of the 
afflicted we ought to regard, and 
if he is blameable let us give to 
humanity; it is a deplorable caſe, 
to be immured and periſhing, who 
can conceive the miſeries of thoſe 


-who want, hunger is ſaid to know 


no friend, no relation, no juſtice; 
no right, Sc. Cc. Cc. 
| Then 
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Then let the tender and hu- 
mane, reflect on the ſad condition 
of the periſhing captive ; let the 
hard hearted. father think of his 
ſon, and think on an hereafter ; 
If benevolence is the moſt ſocial 
of virtues, (as ſurely it is) here is 
an opportunity, not a common 
one to gratify that amiable diſpo- 
ſition; in hopes therefore, that 
there are yet ſome, whoſe bowels 
of compaſſion may yearn for̃ this 
real obje& of their charity, and 
that being demed the father, the 
friend, and even the humane in 
his own parent, he may find him 
in the public: and that a life thus 
endangered by the moſt unheard- 
of cruelty may be ſnatched from 
eminent deſtruction, the ſole at- 
tempt of this unnatural father, 
Jam, Sir Sc. 

83 VERITAS. 
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This compaſſionate and generous 
addreſs, had the following effect, 
my father's officious agent, to whom 
I ftand indebted for variety of good 
offices, for it is to him I am obliged, 
for contriving the inſtruments I was 
diſcharged by, from Glouceſter Caſtle, 
in order to tranſport me ; it was he, 
went to a worthy gentleman in 
Bloomſbury, whereby his falſely at- 
firming I was not the ſon of Tiberius, 
I was deprived of that aſſiſtance I 
promiſed myſelf from the contents 
of his firſt letter; he is one of thoſe 
induſtrious wretches, who like to in- 
cendiaries that fire a houſe in order 
to plunder it in the confuſion ; 
hath cunningly aggravated the un- 
happy difference betwixt father and 
fon to keep himſelf employed. 
This artful man to ingratiate him- 
ſelf the more in my father's favour, 
immediately flew to the printer, with 

pies whom 


— 


whom he induſtriouſly employed the 
menances of the law, to- deter him 
from publiſhing any more addreſſes 
in my behalf, and the next morning 
not being willing himſelf to appear 
in ſo melancholy a place, or on ſo 
diſcommendable an errand, he em- 

loyed one Toorh—re, an Old Baily 
folicitor, pretty well known for un- 


derſtanding perfectly the backſide of 


the law, to make me a viſit; who. 


attacked me with his uſual frontiſ- 


piece in this civil manner, Sir, did 
you put that letter in the London 


Evening Poſt laſt Saturday figned 
Veritas? but the meſſenger being 


as ſcandalous as his errand was in- 
famous, I left him to find out an 
anſwer to his impertinent queſtion ; 
and can only admire the judgment 
of my father's agent, who choſe a 
deputy ſo ſuitable to ſuch a buſi- 
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But this application was not all at 
that time made againſt me, for I had 
juſt before then applied to Plautius 
Varus, not more famous for his genteel 
behaviour, his well known humani- 
ty,and literary productions, than for 
his readineſs to lend his pen to re- 
lieve the diſtreſſed ; I laid before him 
the particulars 'of my caſe, and in- 
treated his compaſſionate aſſiſtance, 
it was but a very ſhort time after, 
that I was favoured with a letter 
from him, informing me, that he 
hoped I would excuſe his taking 
time to enquire into the circumſtan- 
ces of my ſtory, which he found to 
befor the moſt part true ; but ſhould 
not ſcruple to add, I had been guil- 
ty. of ſome indiſcretions, however 
he would ſerve me all that he could, 
and believed it would be in his po- 
wer to afliſt me, but begged I 
would take no public ſtept till ſuch 

| | time 
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time as he ſaw me, which would 
certainly be in a day or two, Sc. 
this letter was directed to Clare Nu- 
gemus in Newgate, 

The miſtake in my chriſtian name 
was a proof with me he had made 
ſome enquiry into my affairs, as it 
was my mother's chriſtian name, 
and which I had in no ſhape men- 
tioned or thought of in my letter to 
him. 

Sometime elapſed before I heard 
again from this gentleman, and ad- 
hereing ſtrictly to his requeſt of 
taking 1 no public ſtep till I ſa him, 
made me not a little uneaſy ; labour- 
ing in the mean time under the dif- 
agreeable circumſtances of real po- 
verty, and all its hungry attendants, 
I ſtill remained unwilling to addreſs 
any one for relief, before I knew 
his anſwer, which both by his letter. 
my ſervant I had been promiſed. 
G 5 At 
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At length I received a letter from 
him acquainting me that he had en- 
deavoured to ſerve me to the utmoſt 
* of his power, but that Tiberius 
* Nugenius had aſſured him under 
© his hand I was not his ſon, and to 
© aſcertain which, ſeveral perſons had 
been ſent to give him ſuch accounts, 
particularly amongſt others, that 
* truly great and honeſt lawyer, Mr. 
x, and then goes on ſaying Sir, 
* what can I do in ſuch a caſe as this 
* where the truth is doubtful it muſt 
become me to be filent, for here I 
have only your word on the one fide 
© of this cauſe and that of others to 
© contradict it. 

I am very ſorry Sir my ſituation 
* will not permit me to be generous, 
if I did you ſhould not be without 
the effect of it; for whatever is the 
caſe I am very ſenſible no one de- 
* ſerves more to be pitied, and I am 
with 
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with real concern, Sir your moſt 
humble ſervant, Plautius Varus di- 
rected to Caius Silius Nugenius; on 
the maſter debtor's fide in Newgate. 
I ſincerely hope neither this good 
gentleman nor any one elſe will 
blame me for this recital ; as it at 
once diſplays the utmoſt generoſity 
and humanity in him, and the never 
to be conquered virulence of my 
father and his faithful agent. But 
though theſe extroardinary proced- 
ings might at that time put ſome ſtop 
to the charitable intentions of ſeveral 
humane people who otherwiſe might 
have aſſiſted me, they were inca- 
pable to produce any conviction? 
On the contrary the indefatigable i in- 
duſtery of my enemies and the un- 
uſal methods made uſe of to preju- 
dice the world againſt me; naturally 
lead every one to conclude my ene 


mies themſelves are too well con- 
vinced 
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vinced of the injuſtice of th eir tran- 
factions, and that ſuch was the o- 
pinion of the abovementioned gen- 
tleman, is obvious from the tenor 
of his letter; in the firſt place, he in- 
genuouſly confeſſes that he finds up- 
on enquiry the circumſtances of 
my ſtory to be for the moſt part true, 
and how far he traced it, is very evi- 
dent by ſuperſcribing in his direction 
my mother's chriſtian name, (a cir- 
cumſtance as I ſaid before he knew 
not from me) in ſhort thro' the 
whole, tho' a reſtraint ſeems to be 
laid on his pen, ſtill juſtice and com- 
pron appear to retain their ſeats in 
is mind; he informs me of the ap- 
plications to him, is ſorry he cannot 
alleviate my diſtreſs; and {till con- 
feſles no one is more deſerving of 
pity; and all this after the wicked 
efforts of my father, his buſy agent, 
and their occaſional witneſs, 4 
But 
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But theſe are not all the inſtances 
of this gentleman's caution, not to 
countenance too far their dark pro- 
ceedings; for in his ſecond letter 
having in his hurry, after the 
word perſons (meaning thoſe ſent to 
him) added the words of credit, he 
was particularly careful to ſtrike 
them out, doubtleſs not thinking 
they were ſo. 

I ſhall now moſt gratefully return my 
thanks to this gentleman for his can- 
dour and compaſſion, and beg his 

ardon for theſe few remarks which 

am perſwaded cannot offend him. 

In regard to my father's inge 
nious ſolicitor : I muſt beg leave to 
obſerve, as honeſty is the greateſt 
ornament to a profeſſor of the law, 
ſo without humanity, that honour 
to our nature; man himſelf is de- 
graded even beneath the brute crea- 


tion he is but a young man as well as 
myſelf 
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ſelf, and tho he may be too much 
above the world at preſent, to ſtand 
in need of others compaſſion, 1 
hope he is not too elevated to afford 
it to them that do; as he muſt know 
how ſenſible my father is of my be- 
ing his ſon,, why does he counte- 
nance my perſecutions; his © firſt 
clerk one Mr. Reiley, who it is ima- 
gined ſhou'd be no ſtranger to his 
maſters ſentiments in that reſpect, 
when he came to ſee me in Newgate, 
admitted my ſufferings were ſo un- 
paralled that were he not ſo well ac- 
quainted with them wou'd ſcarcely 
gain his belief. 

It might be well for this gentle- 
man wou'd he conſider in time what 
muſt be the effect of theſe cruel, 
theſe unprecedented proceedings, 
the imbittering a father againſt his 
own oftpring is a crime of ſo ma- 
lignant a Nature as loudly to call for 

* retribution. 
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retribution, and juſtice tho ſhe may 
ſeem to advance with tardy ſteps 
will in due ſeaſon overtake the au- 
thors of evil. 

As for myſelf from my heart, I 
ſincerely forgive him every injury I 
havereceived, and hope he will meet 
with that mercy in another world, 
which he has cruelly denied me in 
this: I am too well convinced of 
the contrary, to flatter myſelf with 
the ſmalleſt hopes of receiving any 
benefit, any redreſs, from addreſ- 
fing him as I now do in ſo public a 
manner, but as it may be a means 
to prevent him from future practices 
of the ſame bad ſtamp, I am con- 
tent and think I have fully diſcharged 
my duty to the world and to him. 

1 ſhall now leave my father and 
the abovementioned gentleman fully 
employed in blocking up every 
bas avenue 
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avenue by” which they imagined I 

could receive the leaſt relief. 
Whilſt this buſineſs was carrying 

on in London, my miſerable condi- 


tion had reached the ears of the 


charitable and humane in Briſtol; 


among whom, in September 1754, 
I had procured ſome printed bills 


to be diſperſed, imploring their com- 
miſeration; but alas! the oppreſſion 


of a poor impriſoned periſhing youth 
was now become a matter of ſuch 


importance, that a malignant party, 


ready to ſacrifice the peace and hap- 
pineſs of a fellow-creature to their 
own ſiniſter ends, and ambition, 
ſtarted up againſt me, with a certain 
temporizing levite at their head, who 
with all the implacability of a per- 
ſonal reſentment, left no ſtratagem 
of malicious defamation unemployed 
to prejudice my character: hunted 
me as a common enemy, and the 


misfortunes 
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misfortunes of my mother, together 
with the inadvertencies of my youth, 
were not only infinitely aggravated 
and expoſed to the wide world, and 
every trivial error I could be charg- 
ed with, magnified ten thouſand 
fold; but every baſe inſinuation that 
he was able to ſuggeſt, was care- 
fully added to perfect their inhu- 
manity. 

In particular, my good friend the 
Rabbi moſt eminently diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in this laudable procedure, 
for he immediately ſent an account 
to his worthy friend and patron in 
London of the diſtribution of the a- 
foreſaid hand- bills, and the great 
danger there was of the effect it 
might have upon the minds of the 
good chriſtians in that city; but e er 
the vigilant doctor could receive an 
anſwer to his letter, a ſpirit of cha- 
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rity ſeemed univerſally to diſcover it- 


ſelf 
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ſelf, pity and compaſſion pleaded in 
my behalf, and my father's cruelty 
met with ſo general a deteſtation, 
that a ſubſcription was reſolved upon 
in my favour. 

Juſt as this humane and charitable 
deſign was going to be put in execu- 
tion, and the gentlemen of the city 
were aſſembled together at the cof- 
_ fee-houſe for that purpoſe, this buſy 
prieſt entering the room, defired the 
attention of the company to what he 
had to relate. Then drew from his 
pocket a letter he had juſt received 
from his patron, ſtuffed with the 
groſſeſt falſities that malice and in- 
fernal artifice could invent; being 
wrote more in the ſpirit of a Turkiſh 
baſhaw to his ſervile dependants,than 
of a Britiſh ſenator to his conſtitu- 
ents; and more adapted to a country 
of ſlaves than a free people; the 

contents 
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contents of which was to aſſure the 
public: 

Firſtly, That Tiberius was ſo far 
from being my father, that he could 
if neceſſary, with the greateſt caſe 
convince the world I was the fon of 
a favorite ſervant of his, and no ways 
related to him. 

Secondly, That this ſervant had 
unfortunately applied to him for his 
intereſt to get his child apprenticed 
out, that upon his epquiry into 
what buſineſs I moſt liked, Ipitched 
upon -that of an apothecary; and 
that by his means and intereſt I was 
bound to an apothecary accordingly. 
Thirdly, That I had gone fre- 
quently by the names 'of Fribourgh 
and Plunkett, and nevertill ſuch time 
as I came to Newgate in London,had 
Iaflumed/the name of Nugenius. 

Fourthly, That I had made ap- 


069 agen to a great many Roman 
Catholicks 
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Catholicks, his irreconciliable ene- 
mies, and by a ſtory well told, com- 
pacted of artifice and lies, had de- 
ceived many, | 
And laſtly, That upon the requeſt 
of one captain Hamilton, J was in- 
troduccd into his majeſty's ſervice; 
bat that I was ſuch a mean, low-lif'd 
fellow, as to behave ill in every ſta- 
tion; that thro' ſome defect in the 
law I could not be committed by the 
vagrant ad, to make up which fail- 
er, it had been contrived to commit 
me upon a dond and judgment, as 
the juſtice propoſed. 70 . 
Then this reverend gentleman, 
commenting on the above heads, not 
a ſingle article of which was true, 
| harrangu'd the company for ſome 
time on the henious intention of 
ſubſcribing a trifle for the relief of a 
poor ſtarving priſoner. 
But he would do well to ag 
] OW. 
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how much ſuch unchriſtian and in- 
human actions indicates the rancour 
of a Jew, or even the malice of a 
Belzebub (a title he ſeems to be 
greatly enamoured with, by adopt- 
ing it in his anonymous writings) for 
to do no good himſelf, and at the ſame 
time to diſſuade others from doing 

it, is diabolical indeed. | 
However theſe charges ſo poſitively 
brought ' againſt me (for that time) 
ſuſpended the intended ſubſcription 
which gave no ſmall ſatis faction to 
the induſtrious doctor, but as theſe 
proceedings were not done in a corner 
and tranſactions of ſuch a kind being 
apt to excite the attention of the cur- 
ious, they were quickly known 
in London, and happening to 
be the ſubject of diſcourſe in a pub- 
lick company, a gentleman then 
eſent determin'd ſeeing me upon 
it, which he accordingly did, and 
looking 
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looking upon theſe accumulated in- 
juries done to a defenceleſs young 
man as truly deſerving the aſſiſtance 
of ever enemy to oppreſſion; he 
afterwards at my requeſt generouſly 
took upon himſelf the trouble to 


anſwer the reverend doctor in the 
following letter. 


"7 13 © 

The high regard I entertain 
* for your ſacred order lays me under 
no ſmall difficulty, when I purpoſe 
* addreſſing my ſelf to you upon what 
really appears to me in ſo diſagreea- 
* ble a light; and had I not the 
© ſtrongeſt proofs, I ſhould be inclin- 
© ed to disbelieve it. 

It is a charge againſt you Sir, no 
© leſs then doing the greateſt injury to 
© one who never offended you, and 
at the Expence of truth, juſtice and 


© humanity; therefore the duty I owe 
| to 


* — a 2 OY Vo 
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* to God, and mankind in general, 
©a love for juſtice, and a hatred to 
« tyranny, oblige me to point out to 
© you, the wrong you have done, and 
in how great a degree you have been 
* an inſtrument to oppreſs the op- 
« preſſed. | 

* From your function Sir, you will 
* think me not unreaſonable, if I ſay, 
© I have the greateſt right to expect, 
* not only truth and juſtice, but com- 
© paſſion, mercy and chriſtian charity; 
wie are not to think the frowns of a 
man in power, ſufficient to terrify, 
© or his ſmiles to allure us, to be cruel 
© or unjuſt ; but if I have a right con- 
* ception of things, (it not pardon me) 
© we are commanded to do, as we 
* would be done by, which I take to 
be a precept that ought to be en- 
* graven on every man's breaſt. 

© I ſhall now proceed to the charge, 
© I was one with ſeveral others, at a 

* much 


The Oppreſſed CapTIvx. 


156 The Oppreſſed Car TIvx. 


* much frequented Cofee-houſe near 
the Royal-Exchange, when among 
© other diſcourſes relative to the city, 
© and its members, the caſe of a 
© young gentleman, faid to be the 
* ſon of one of them, and at this pre- 
* ſent time confined, and periſhing in 
* Newgate by his father's procure- 
* ment, was brought upon the car- 
. pets his diſtreſſes were pitied, and 
his unnatural treatment univerſal- 
* ly condemned. 

But as I had been pretty much 
from town myſelf, and not perfect- 
' y acquainted with the cafe, which 
* theyſeemed to repreſent as ſhocking 
* to humanity, I craved the relation, 
and was indulged, and am conſtrain- 
ed to ſay of all the proceedings I 
have ever remembred to have read 
of, in this nation, and too many ſad 
© inſtances have been, I cannot recol- 


< left any that exceeds this young 


* gentleman's | 
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gentleman's; his being ſuch a N 
long train of unnatural cruelties: 


Put to find a man of Numitius's 
character, a divine of the church 
* of England, officiouſly acting a 
principal part in this tragical 
ſcene, ſeemed to me extreamly 
*-odd, and to depriciate not a little 
© from his merit. 

That this unhappy youn 
©-gentleman, is now in the greate 

© want on the common ide of 
© Newgate I took the trouble to 
© ſatisfy myſelf by ocular demon- 
© tration: I ſaw him, converſed 
© with him, and muſt own he 
< deſerves not only mine, but every 
man's real pity; for give me leave 
„to add, I ufed every art I was 
* maſter of, to diſtinguiſh truth from 
* falſhood, in the circumſtances of 
his relation, and have no room 
to doubt its authenticity. 
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Now, Sir, in repect to yourſelf 
< on what paſſed at the Coffee- 
* Houſe ; it was aſſerted, and ſtrongly 
< inſiſted upon, that you had under- 
took publicly to maintain, for 
< reaſons beſt known to yourſelf, 
tho to others not unfathom- 
able, that this young gen- 
© tleman was not any relation to 
© Tiberius Nugenius; that he was 
bound an apprentice to an apothe- 
© cary, run away and loſt his maſ- 
© ter's favour; that he was in the 
army, but by the depravity of his 
© nature, forfeited or made away 
« with his commiſſion. That he 
* applied to roman catholics, and 
© by an artful ſtory well told had 
< deceived. a great many of that 
< perſuaſion. That he was carried 
as a vagrant before juſtice Fielding. 
but not committed throw ſome 
defect in the law. ei 
| © Several 
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Several other particulars were 
by theſe gentlemen laid to your 
© account, which at preſent I will 
© omit, and only f. to thoſe I 
© have enquired into, which is what 
© I greatly fear you have not, 
though a ſtep quite eſſential to 
form a right judgment of things; 
pray, Sir, as to the firſt, if he 
is not as is alledged the ſon of 
Tiberius, why did he educate him 
Nat Mr. Fagar's academy in Dublin, 
part of which time his other ſon 
©: was cotemporary with him; if he 
Mas no relation how came he to put 
© him an apprentice to an apothe- 
*-cary, or get him a commiſſion 
© in the army, which through the 
©: depravity of his nature you ſay 
© he forfeited; theſe are natural 
+. queſtions, if we deſire to arrive 
at truth; as alſo, who that a- 
© pothecary was, and in what part 
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© of the world he lived, and like wiſe 
in whoſe regiment he bore the 
commiffion you mention, for you 
* ſay he was in the army by the 
« intereſt of one Capt. Hamilton, 
* a perſon he never ſaw, and 
| ew 4 as little an idea of as he 
© has of your _imaginary apothe- 
* cary ; but ſhould we admit theſe 
© circumſtances to be true, we might 
join you indeed, in thinking Ris 
nature very depraved, that he 
* ſhould have two ſuch generous 
friends no wiſe related to him 
* but both entire ſtrangers, who 
© ſhould have his intereſt fo 
* highly at heart, thus clemoſyna- 
* rily to ſerve him, and he not know 
© how to value their favours ? but 
© ſuppoſe doctor theſe aſſertions 
* ſhould not be litteraly true, or 
* ſuppoſe they are in no ſingle 
< circumſtance ' ſo, but the "moſt 

abminable 


The. Oppreſſed Cap TIR. 161 


© abominable falſhoods ever ut- 
* tered; what will you ſay then, 
ignoranee can be no excule ; 
* common fame can be no authority, 
the father's aſſertion no argu- 
ment, | becauſe he is a party, and 
© no ſenſible man can deviate in 
6 JuCging, from the golden maxim, 
audi alteram 2 2 Then doc or 
let me tell you theſe are all abſolute 
falſhoods from the beginning 
© to the end, and when it is con- 
« fidered againſt whom they are cal- 
© culated, words are deficient to ex- 
« preſs the heinouſneſs of the crime, 
© either in the compoſer or vender : 
and ſorry am I to hear it ſhould 
be laid to the charge of a divine of 
the church of Eng/and : it is poor 
* chriſtianity indeed to blame nature 
for a fault that never exiſted, the 
more effectually to prevent relief 
being afforded a periſhing priſoner, 
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js this agreeable to the doctrine 
your great maſter whoſe miniſter 
* you are? Whole precepts you 
* ought not only to inculcate but 
— * whoſe examples you ought 
to . follow and promote ; you 
cannot ſay. it is: + he was the 
priſoner's friend for he viſited 
them, he promiſes not to for- 
get the ſmalleft offices done the 
neceſſitious, he has, not com- 
* manded us to join the father's 
* inhumanity in perſecuting the 
«* fon, his delight is mercy, and 
« he that fays he loves God, and 
e loves not his brother is a- liar; 
* miniſters of God, Sir, ſhould not 
be engines of perſecutions! 
*< mercenary tools! and ſeekers of 
; RE: preferment at the ex- 
, * pence of chriſtianity, 
But to proceed, Sir, to the 
© next n. that he applied to 
Roman 


A 
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* roman catholics, told an artful 
* ſtory and deceived many. 


DS ESD ESE SLE LESS, 


Mou do not tell us what he 
applied for, indeed you need not, 
for admitting it to be fact, it 
will be concluded it was for ſup- 

rt: a great crime it muſt be 
allowed truly, and fo becauſe a 
miſerable young gentleman loaded 
with all the calamities which an 
unnatural parent from an op- 
preſſive diſpofition can invent, 
will not out of complaifance to 
ſuch cruel tyranny, ſubmit to ſtarve, 
but is willing to ask, and accept 
of relief, from the charitable, 
and humane who happen in 
this caſe to be roman catholic 


Chriſtians; for you will not I 


dare ſay aver there are no 
ſuch; muſt a miniſter of the 


church of England, to teſtify 
his religious (more properly 


H 4 rel 5 
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irreligious) zeal, uſe every art 
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the depravity of his nature can 
ſuggeſt, to demonſtrate his want 
of chriſtian love, and a due 
ſenſe of his holy office? Muſt 
he baniſh truth and compaſſion, 
unſheath the ſword of vengeance, 
ſally out to the Coffee-Houſe, ſtop 
the charitable ſubſcriptions de- 
fignd, and actually carrying on 
to | alleviate the diſtreſſes of a 

riſhing captive, and thus anti- 
bre ſen Fond — eſtabliſh a pre- 
tence to the father's intereſt by the 
facrifice of the ſon ; and tell the 
Lord, vengeance is mine, - and 1 


- will repay it. | 


But doctor, grant me your pa- 


* tience a little longer, I ay mean. 


to open your eyes in a friendly 
manner, and therefore truſt you 
will patiently hear me, and re- 
ceive my endeavours for your Sonn 

* with. 
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© with all-the warmth of a ſincere 
© thankfulneſs ; you ſay he was car- 
© ried before juſtice Pielding, and 
© through a deficiency in the law 
could not be committed; this atti- 
* fice is the only one amongſt ma- 
ny that has the leaſt truth in it, 
© though but in a part neither ; Jet 
© again unfortunately for you, I fear 
© it will not do you much honour, 


© that he was carried before juftice- 


Fielding is allowed, but a deficiency 
in the law was not the cauſe of 
his non- commitment, and here 1 
cannot help” thinking you know 
that as well as I, for an other 


if you are ignorant of I will tell 
you, juſtice Fielding was aſhamed 


- preſent interceeded with the fa- 


e*® HH 22 ee a > .4 


- committing him, to give him a 


H 5 ſum 


teaſon is honeſtly afligned, which 


of the proceeding, and he and all 
ther, in his behalf, inſtead: of 
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« ſum of money, &c. and he then 
gave him ten pounds. (For a full 
© account of theſe tranſactions, ſee 
© page 64, 65.) What think you 
© now doctor of your deficiency in 
the law? but we are now be- 
* fore the juſtice, and as providenee 
* would haye it, what juſtice do you 
think was done him; he was 
|  * own'd by his father, not to be a 
| relation only, but to be his fon; 
the ſame a late great prince was 
well convinced of, when he order- 
ed Tiberius to act a father's part by 
him; and then out of his royal ele- 
« mency gave him a purſe, how 
comes he then doctor to be alienat- 
ed by you; you cannot be inſenſi- 
ble of what I aſſert, for the caſe is 
© notorious, his mother and her re- 
* lations, as well as the father own 
© it, though not to the father's 
< honour ; ſhe being his firſt m— 
? 


A 
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* and the daughter of a gentleman 
© of 2500 pounds per annum. Cer- 
© tainly, Sir, you muſt now ſee how 
far you have erred; or to ſpeak 
© more favourably, how groſly you 
© have ſuffered yourſelf to be im- 
© poſed upon, 8 
Fou cannot now I hope be un- 
* ſenſible of the crumne, you have 
- committed, in too eagerly eſpouſ- 
ing as truth, the moſt abſurd fal- 


© ſities'; let me appeal to your own 


_ © breaſt, can the youthful inadverten- 
* cies of this miferable young gentle- 
© man, with the leaſt ſhadow of juſtice 
* incur ſuch unheard of cruelty from 
© his father's hands; is nothing 
to fatisfy his feigned reſentment 
but the abſolute deſtruction of his 


© own ſon? How diabolical muſt. 


* ſuch” a diſpoſition be, heaven itſelf, 
© Sit, you know expects only our 
6 repentance for our crimes, and 

« ſhall 
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« ſhall an earth parent covet more; 
ſurely if you — been as artfully, 
inveigled as I ſuppoſe you may, 
to act an unchriſtian part you will. 
not delay making the beſt an 
tion in you power. 
Mankind has a right to expe. 
* from your ſtation, nothing incon- 
« ſiſtent with mercy, truth and. 
* juſtice, how commendable, nay, 
© how agreeable to the tenets of that 
* dotrine you preach, would it be. 
for you, Sir, to employ your good 
© offices to heal a breach attended 
© with ſuch abhorred circumſtances. 
* 'To join againſt the oppreſſed, is 
the higheſt inhumanity ; and he 
that cannot feel for another's miſ- 
1 fortunes, is no better than a living 
© ſtone; whilſt on the other hand, 
A to do acts of tenderneſs and mercy, 
and to become the peace-maker, 
calls down an immediate bleſſing 


f upon 
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-* upon the practicers of thoſe ſocial 


© virtues : let us. conſider we are all 
of the ſame Creator, made of the 
ſame mould, muſt crumble inte 
© the ſame duſt ; and that to be a 
Dives here, only forfeits ben 
* hereafter. 


Permit me then, Sir, to conjure: 


© you, by the duty you owe to God 
and man, let your utmoſt endeav- 
* ours hence forward. be doubled in 
© behalf of this undeſervedly deplor- 
© able perſecuted youth; and may 
God give a bleſſing to the under- 
taking. I am, &c. VERITAS. - 


P. S. I am ſenſible he is ready to 


his liberty on any terms his 

6 « Father pleaſes; and will, I dare ſay, 

be diligent and induſtrious in what - 

ever ſtation of life he is pleaſed; 10 
place him. | 

This letter, one would hears ima- 

. gined would have a good effect up- 

| a on 


17% The 3 Carrroe: 


on any one not dead to all ſenſe of 
ſhame; but I never found it had an 
on the good doctor; for when I v4 
terwards ſeconded it with the great- 
eſt ſenſe of duty to my father, con- 
cern at his diſpleaſure, and reſpect 
for himſelf, he very civily returned: 
it me under cover, to put me to 
double charge, amidſt the 
of Newgate: However, this letter 
in my behalf, again revived the good 
intentions of the public to reheve my 
diſtreſs; and was thought a ſuffi- 
cient vindication by all, r thoſe 
concerned in the 
During theſe eres in Briſ- 
tol, my Aaretal were not leſs vi- 
gilant in London: I ſtill perſiſted in 
writing ſeveral reſpectful letters to 
my father, in order, if poſſible, to 
move his compaſſion; but as to 
the delivery I will not be certain; 
and theſe I encloſed to a gentle- 
man 
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man ofthe law, whoſe reſidence is in 


Pater-nofter rew,and with whom the 
reader as well as myſelf is already too 
well acquainted : him I endeavoured 
Ale wich all the rhetoric of pleading 
rv to prevail upon to be hu- 
manely dii towards me. 


This, if I may be permitted the 


expreſſion, was milking the tyger ; 
the moſt I could procure was an of- 
for of . 
my father pleafed for five years, to 
80 where he pleaſed, and to have 


ve pounds in cloaths to equip 


me, and five pounds in money; but 
I fancy my readers will ima 1 


had full enough of my intended 


voyage from Briſtol, to think of go- 
ing I knew not where, or how, nor 
with whom. | 

Still, becauſe I would give as little 
room to blame my conduct as poſ- 


ſible, and being pretty well ſurfeited 
with 


elf out to whom 
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With pkiſons and: confinement, I 


wrote to my father's ſaid ſollicitor 
the followin 5 letter about Chriſimas 
two years | 

To Mr. Gor, in Pater-ngfter-row. 


„ 
© T have long flattered myſelf that 


m ent ſubmiſſion to my un 
ele ſufferings, would at leaſt 
ve procured me ſome alleviation 
af miſeries, by a remittance of my 
© father's diſpleaſure ; but how far 
* ſuch a diſpoſition has availed me, 
my continuance in this horrid place, 
© and in this deplorable cond! tion, 
© too plainly | | 
When I laſt received pes 
from my father by your clerk (now 
ſome time ago) tho they were in- 
* deed too hard to be complied with, 
I nevertheleſs ſtill hoped hi would 
© compaſſionate - my: ſufferings, and 


* enlarge his terms; but I have not 
ſince 


Is 
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© fince heard from any body-on this 
© head: 

Therefore, Sir, I now 10 Rh 
to trouble you, once more hum- 
© blyentreating you to lay the follow. 
ing pr 3 before my father. 
Propoſals, Sir, which from their 
© own reaſonahlenels, and his know- 
ledge of my afflictions, I flatter 
* myſelf-he can't reject. our 
© clerk | propoſed - to me my going 
© abroad as an indented ſervant, with 
* five pounds in cloaths, and five 
pounds in money for my equip- 
ment; but when the length of 
time. the common decay of ap- 

© parel,, Sc, is — 4 Jtruſt 
* the inſufficiency of this proviſion is 
too obvious to render me blame- 
able for declining my acceptance? 
Il therefore, Sir, moſt humbly 
. offer to my honoured father, that 
he. would be pleaſed to inlarge his 
52 intended: 
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intended proviſion in proportion to 
* the neceſſity, that muſt of courſe 
* ariſe from time to time in the ſpace 
of five years; and that I may be 
at liberty to provide myſelf with a 
captain to be indented to, though 
to what trade, or to what 
4 the world he pleaſes. 
This my moſt humble 
* ] flatter myſelf will meet with a 
* kind compliance; as it muſt ap- 
| to every one, too reaſonable to 
- apprehend the contrary; and there- 
fore not being more ſollicitous to 
put an end to my heavy afflictions, 
than to prevent the town's further 
entertainment with the unhappy 
differences between a father and a 
*ſon, I moſt ardently deſire wu 
, 2 not delay communicatin _ 
"rr requeſt to my father, 
* a — him my future — in 
a * life ſhall fully demonſtrate I was 
| not 
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* not unworthy his compaſſion and 
* forgiveneſs : but that all my actions 


© ſhall be influenced by the ſtrongeſt 


* ties of duty and affection; I beg 


Sir, you will favour me with your 


< anſwer ; and believe me, Sir, 
Nour moſt obedient ſervant, 
RoyexT NUGENT, Junior.” 
Common fide of Newgate. 

P. S. The part 8 Sir of a hu- 
© mane and generous intereeſſor is at 
© all times in itſelf too commend- 
able, and in this particular caſe, 


too obviouſly requiſite, for me to 


imagine you will require any furth- 
er ſolicitation of your good offices, 


* than an aflurance they will be high- 
ly acceptable, and ever gratefully 


remembered by me. 


To this letter I never heard a ſyl- 
lable in return, nor to many others, 
in all which I 1 to uſe 


ſuch language as might give the 


5 N 


leaſt 
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leaſt offence to my father, ſor tho' 
my ſufterings have been intollerable, 
ſuch was the induſtry. of them par- 


ties, who buſied themſelves in thefe 
affairs, poſſibly to proeure favour, 


that I make nodoubt, had it not been 


for the ill offices done between us, 


things would happily and long ago 


have been reconciled. 
J had now been. near a twelve 


month confined in this fabric of 


woe, or rather as Milton ſays in his 
fublime deſcription, of a ! place to 


which * is but tte inferior i in 


Horr 


— Sights of woe, 
Revion of — Tolefut ſhades, _ peace- 
And reſt can never dwell. 


Should I detain the reader a mo- 
ment upon this ſink of human miſe— 
ry, it wilk not be improper to caution 
him, with rue and ſage to arm his 
noſtrils, leaſt contagion ' ſhould dart 


along- 
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along the lines poiſoned with ſo foul 
a ſubject. 

At your firſt entrance into theſe 
gloomy teritories, you are ſaluted 


the turnkey and his aſſiſtants, in 


whoſe aſpect, not the leaſt traces of 
humanity are tobe found, The im- 


pious man who dared to explore the 


ſecrets of a charnal-houſe, and diſ- 


turb the awful remains of the dead, 


would here find his courage fail, his 
ſpirits droop, and fear unfelt before 
ſize upon his nerves, at firſt "0 
of this gorgon crew. 

The tainted air infects the lungs, 
and an unuſual tremor affects ev 
joint, a dark ſtair-caſe preſents iti 
to view, which being aſcended, you 
enter into a long diſmal room, the 


windows of which, inſtead of glaſs, 
admit the faint rays of light, 'toge- 


ther with the wind and weather, 


through ſolid ribs of ruſty iron, — 


ken 


tl. ao " 


nn The __— 


whoſe nog are painted variety of mi- 
ſeries, furround an empty table 
which ſtretches its ample length 
from end to end. 

This is the quarter allotted for 
reſidence of the maſter-ſide debtors, 
013, thoſe who have paid what they 
call the admittance fee. 

Another flight of ſtairs conducts 
you to their bed- chamber, not im- 
properly call d the ſtone- ward, the fur- 
niture of which, diſagrees in no ways 
with. that- below: the arras of this 
room is folid ſtone, which condenſes 


ſpect of Snow-bill ; is ſeen cha 

the checquered light, which is ſuffi- 
cientiy large to let in plenty of un- 
wholeſome winds, and weſtern 
| ſtorms ; 


L 
1 
1 

z 
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ſtorms; no doubt very pleaſent to 
the unhapp tenants, who abound 


not in bedding , where- with to ſhut 
out ſuch unwelcome viſiters. | 


Ye ſtony-hearted creditors, is it 


thus ye degrade human nature? is 
the imag e of God to be thus debaſed? 


i poſe for truth to encreaſe 
uch ſcenes ?— Yes ! go along 


with me to the oppoſite fide —— 
Ol humanity, where art thou fled, 


are theſe men thus involved in 
ſtench, and devoured with vermin, 
wrap d up in darkneſs, and periſhing 
wich hunger? what heinous crimes 
have 7 — n a y of 
ſuch; u b erin 
wretch, — — — 
The want of three pounds has de- 
tained me here theſe three years; — 
a few ſhillings ſays another, would ſet 
me free, without which to diſcharge 
my goal-fees, I muſt remain here, 


* 
- 
* 
” * 
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till the grave receives my half-caten. 
carcaſs.” an TY 2 
0 Britannica! is this thy oreatly 
boaſted liberty; are thefe ſkelitons 
of miſery thy ſons; -are ye chriſtians, 
ye inflicters of ſuch barbarities; 
5 pg are not men, but inſtruments 
F hell; to ſcatter vengeance amongſt 
 thankind. © But mark, the time will 
come, when ye ſhall be repaid ten- 
fold, when ye ſhall call upon the 
mountains in vain, to ſhelter ye 
from his avenging ire, who holds 
the ballance of eternal juſtice. 
Hark ! what unuſual noiſe is yon- 
det, the promiſcuous clangor of 
fetters, chains and handeuffs, addi- 
tional ſcenes of wretchednels 
Here juſtice indeed ſhakes the iron 
rod; tremble ye authors of rapine, 
your fatal day approaches; regret 
your crimes 20 not Ir. Fm 


W n | 


Ne Oppreſſed Cap TIvꝝ. 181 


Approach not yonder infernal ap- 
partments, where blaſphemy, lewd- 
neſs and every ſpecies of vice, the 
recital of which, would pollute the 
tongue, have taken poſſeſſion; 
wretches ! what unſound politicks 
tranſports ye to defuſe your infec- 
tious vices in diſtant regions and in- 
fant colonies. Shall ye enjoy the 
comforts of freſh air in diſtant chimes, 
which is denied to theſe, whoſe 
only crime is being unfortunate, 
ſhall ye be at liberty to propagate 
vice! and ſhall theſe faultleſs, remain 
to ſwallow peſtilential air, and con- 
fume with famine; to the ſcandal 
of chriſtianity, and diſgrace of chriſ- 
tian laws, but ſo it muſt be, till pro- 
vidence and the legiſlature order 
otherwiſe.— Shall we vifit thoſe 
darkſome cells, where the objects 
of juſtice wait for the dreaded bell; 


whoſe ſolemn ſound, ſure harbinger 
of 
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of death, brings on the fatal minute, 
which: plunges them into boundleſs 
eternity. The ſcene is too awful; 
fly, fly theſe realms of horror, 
and let me reader be conducted a- 
long with thee, once more to breath 
urer air; which by the benevo- 
ence of my worthy friends in Briſtol, 
I am now enabled to do, by remo- 
ving myſelf to the Fleet: for in ſpite . 
of the malevolent practices made uſe 
of by the prieſt ; the baſe proceed- 
ings of my enemies, began to appear 
in a true light, and compaſſion 
once more rates it's head. 
A ſubſcription was open d for me, 
buy means 5 which, I not only bad 


* to the horrors of Newgate, 
and was preſerved from periſhin g; 
butformy future ſupport, was enabled 
to lay before the publick a full ac- 
count of all my ſufferings, the pub- 
lication of which, my father, 185 
is 
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his ſubtile agents ſtrenuouſly endea- 
voured to prevent, threats, mena- 
ces, and all the vengeance of future 
law, was employed to deter the 
printers, publiſhers, &c. from daring” 
to print-or publiſh a ſingle ſheet in 
my favour, yet all in vain, the un- 
finiſhed pamphlet found it's way to 
the preſs, and though compoſed in 
the utmoſt hurry, was favourably. 
received by the nobility and gentry, - 
to whom for their generous recep- 
tion of fuch a trifle, I return my 
ſincereſt acknowledgements, and 
my boſom glowing with gratitude, ; 1 
daily ſupplicates almighty goodneſs 1.39 
ten thouſand fold, to reward thoſe 1 
my generous benefactors, without 
wel humane aſſiſtance, the grave 
before now, "muſt have put a period | 
to my miſeries. | 1 
By the advice of ſeveral friends I w: s: . | 
now brought up to Guildhall to take 
ts T2 the 
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the benefit of the late act of inſol- 
vency, but my father's inhumanity, 
was now arrived to ſo great a pitch, 
nothing could deter him from a 
earing againſt me in the face ofa 
whole court. As the day was un- 
certain, he had the diſpleaſure of 
attending three or four different times, 
being determined not to miſs his op- 
portunity, yet in caſe the court 
ſhould grant me liberty, which was 
unhappyly for me, not in their power, 
and to put a finiſhing ſtroke to his 
barbarities, a gang of failors were 
planted at the doors of the Hall to 
ſeize me as I ſhould come out, and 
with the utmoſt expedition carry me 
on board a tender. 
My ſchedule when called for be- 
ing produced contained nothing but 
a a liſt of two hundred books and 
pamphlets, intitled the unnatural 
father, and which indeed was 2 
| um 
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ſum total of all my effects, the 
court now fixed their eyes upon this 
perſecuting parent, whoſe blood 
mounted in his cheek, and-for once 
his. aflurance failed him. Several 
knotty points were now diſcuſled, 
but the bond which I had been fo 
artfully induced to execute in Glau- 
cefter-Caftle, exceeding the ſum 
mentioned by act of parliament * 


a I 3 It. 


* This clauſe in the act of Iafolvel, 
which detains me now in priſon, may not be 
diſagreeable to the reader. Provided al- 
ways that this act ſhall not extend to diſcharge 
any perſons out of priſon, CATS his or her 
difcharge under this ad, with reſpect to any 
debt which he or ſhe ſhall ſtand charged at 
the ſuit of the crown, or ſhall be indebted to 
any body politick or corporate, or to any one 

et ſon, in any ſum exceeding the ſum; of 500l. 
ſides intereſt and coſt, unleſs ſuch body po- 
litick or corporate, or creditor, ſhall conſent 
thereto, and if any ſuch body politick, ot 
corporate, or creditor, to whom a ſum ex- 
a tes, c:eding 
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it was with the greateſt reluctance, 
that the court remanded me back to 
priſon, giving me the full allowance 
permitted by the act, which is three 


ſhillings and ſix-pence per week. 


Io the recorder and lord mayor, 
Jam under the greateſt obligations 
for the pity and compaſſion they 

| were 


ceeding $001. ſhall be owing, ſhall oppoſe the 
the diſcharge of ſuch priſoner, and ſhall inſiſt 


a ſuch priſoner be continued in goal; that 


os 


then in ſuch caſe, ſuch body politick, or cor- 
porate, or creditor, oppoſing the ſaid priſo- 


ner's diſcharge as aforeſaid, ſhall at his, her 


or their proper coſt and charges, allow, and 


pay ſuch a weekly maintenance, to the ſaid 
priſoner, not exceeding three ſhillings and 


.. ix-pence per week, in ſuch manner, as the 


o 


", 


juſtices in their general or quarter ſeſſions 
mall order, and upon non payment of the 
ſame, for the ſpace of fix weeks, the ſaid 
priſoner, upon application to the ſaid judices 


in their general or quarter ſeſſions as aforeſaid, 


ſhall be diſcharged purſuant to the m 
and intent of the aft. W ** 
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were pleaſed to ſhew my hard caſe, 
and think it no leſs than my duty, to 
return my ſincereſt thanks in this 
place for ſuch their benign regards. 

I found myſelf now for life fixed 
in a priſon, and ſhut out from the 
moſt diſtant hopes of ever attaining 
future liberty, as my unjuſt action 
will for life detain me in durance 
and my miſery only be encreaſed, 
ſhould my fellow ſufferers,” by the 
intervening mercy of any futurg act 
be admitted to partake of thoſe 
bleſſings, which through the means 
of parental tyranny, are alas! for 
ever denied to me. 9 
My father having thus compleated 
my mifery, things remained for 'a 
while in a ſtate of inaction untill 


ſome months ago, propoſals were 


again made for tending me abroad. 
The firſt mover of which, like a 
ſnake in the graſs, artfully kept him- 

(tis I 4 ſelf 
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ſelf concealed, to the end, he might 
the more effectually ſeize his prey. 

A certain gentleman a nameſake, 
and as he fays a relation of my mo- 
ther's, who has had the honour of 
bearing a militia colonel's commiſ- 
non in ſome part of the Weſt Indies, 
where I am informed he is poſſeſſed 
of a conſiderable eſtate, came in per- 
lon to the Fleet, and applying him- 
ſelf to a gentleman converſant in the 
law, who had ſome ſmall acquain- 
tance with me; under the ſanction 
of humanity and goodwill, intro- 
duced himſelf in the following man- 
ner, Sir, I am informed an unhappy 
young fellow, the ſon of a near re- 
lation of mine, whoſe name is Nu- 


- .genius, has been for ſometime con- 


fined in this 7 2 as I have the 
greateſt regard for his mother, my 
_ endeavours ſhall not be wanting to 


get him out, my propoſals I ſhall 


leave 
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leave with you, to whom I have 


been particularly recommended, 


which you at leiſure may communi- 
cate to him; tell him if he agrees 
thereto, I will out of my own pocket 
diſcharge his debt of fix hnndred 
and twenty pounds, together with 


coſts, and according to his behaviour 


he may expect future favours. 

After he was gone the counſellor 
ſent for me into the Coffee-room, the 
uncommon news gave me no {mall 
tranſports, but how was that chilled, 
when I was acquainted with the 
heads of the propoſals, and the un- 


artful mask fell at my feet, I was in 


the firſt place to indent myſelf for 


four years, to ſerve him upon a plan- 


tation of his, in the iſland of Santa 


Cruz ; which by the by is a Daniſh 
fettlement, my ſalary to be twenty 


pounds per annum, I was to enter in- 


ta, a bond with a thouſand pounds 
15 Fn penal-- 


þ = 5 
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penalty, never to uſe the name, 
which by the laws of my country I 
am entitled to, nor to return durin 
the ſpace of four years to England, 
nor ever be any more troubleſome 
to Tiberius or his family; I was not 
to have either money or cloaths till 
they had got me on board. 
In conſideration of agreeing to 
theſe articles, I was to receive 
pounds when arrived in the Wet 
Indies, he, the colonel was to pay 
my debts in the priſon which might 
amount to about fifteen or twenty 
pounds; and likewiſe to provide 
me with all fuitable apparel: but 
obſerve the money which he laid 
- out to pay my debts contracted in 
priſon, and to furniſh me with 
cloaths was to be deducted from the 
fifty pounds; and I was only to 
receive the ballance, if any, in Santa 
Cruz: My paſſage &c. he R | 

| a 5 
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alſo pay, but T was ſtill to be his 
debtor, and pay that when I ſhould 
be rich ; I make uſe of the expreſs 
words as they ſtood in the pro- 
poſals. 

Such were the conditions pro- 
poſed by this gentleman, to which 
the world will ſuppoſe I made ſev- 
eral objections, a reſpectful and 
humble remonſtrance he received 
from me a day or two after; was 
productive of the following conciſe 
anſwer wrote upon a ſmall ſcrap of: 
paper: Sir, I find you begin to 
rebel before your enlargement, 
* if you do not think proper to ac- 
* cept the terms, I waſh my hands 
of you. | 

In ſhort this negotiation held of 
and on near three months, but hard 
as the conditions were I accepted 
of all even to the taking upon me 
the name of Plunkett or Farrell, 


an 
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an other name which the colonel 
adviſed me to aſſume, rather than 
that of Plunkett, for what reaſon 
he only knows, yet as I would not 
be bound publicly to deny my real 
name, it dropt, and no more has ſince 
been heard from that quarter. 

When I ſeriouſly reflect upon the 
above, what 2 have I not to 
bleſs the preſerving hand of provi- 
dence, who kindly ſnatched me from 
the apparent deſtruction which theſe 
iniquitous. propoſals. when cloſely 
examined into ſeemed to threaten ; ' 
and I hope it will not be thought 
improper ſhould I endeavour to paint 
this artleſs ſcheme of iniquity in it's 
proper colours. | | 

In the firſt place, it will appear 
not a little ſurpriſing, that this 
gentleman's regard towards his re- 
lation, for ſuch he is pleaſed to ſay 
my mother is, ſhould ariſe on a * 

| en 
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den toſs great a degree of affection, 
as to advance between fix and ſeven 
hundred pounds to relieve her 
diſtreſſed ſon from the miſeries of 
pond confinement, but mark 
n after, this amazing ſcene of ge⸗ 
neroſity, is ſeen groyeling in it's 
original mice, for inſtance in the next 
article I am allowed no more than 
twenty 7 1 a year during the 
time o Weſt India ſlavery; 
when every * who is converſant. 
in the public papers; knows very 
well, the meaneſt kidnappi 
office in London, never offer Wa 
than thirty pounds per annum, to- 
ether with one quarter's advance, 
and that they indent. all the rubbiſh 
of this kingdom is too evident te 
deny, how well theſe two articles 
coincide- with each other is. viſible 
to every reader, 
10 as the ſole motives of theſe 
| propoſals, 
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propoſals were ſaid to be affection 
and humanity, what neceffity for 
me to deny my name, what benefit 
could acer ue to either party, ſhould 
F conſent to ſo uncommon a pro- 

fition, the ſheep skin ſuddenly 
5 and the rafpacious wolf is now 
diſcovered, a bond! defend me 
from the dreaded name, and in the 
penalty of one thouſand pounds. 
Monſtrous ! . ſhould I aſſume the 
ftrange names of Plunkett or Farrill, 
Fam no doubt liable to. be indicted 
for forgery; and ſhould I be bold. 
enough to lay claim to my own I 

muſt periſh in a Daniſb goal, a- 
mongſt a people unacquainted with. 
my language, and confequently in- 
capable of Knowing my diſtreſs. 

Here ſtop malice thou can'ſt pro-- 
ceed no farther ; this is truly thy ne 
plus ultra, that this gentleman who. 
pretends to have no conection with 

my 


The Oppreſſed CA TIE. 195 


my father ſhould tread in the fame 
foot ſteps by compelling me to 
change my name; by introducing 
the thread bare ſtratagem a bond ; 
and by tranſporting me like a ſlave 
to foreign. climes, and an unknown 
tongue is amazing indeed, but the 
original both of my miſery and ex- 
iſtence, is too well dilineated not to 
be known, his features and com- 
plection, are too boldly expreſſed in 


every article of the above, to re- 


main long undiſcovered. 

Had this gentleman's intentions 
towards me, been as humane and. 
honourable as he pretended would 


he not have permitted me the hon-. + 


our of a perſonal interview ;. which: 
tho' he was twice in the ſleet my 
moſt - earneſt entreaties could not 
obtain : an honeſt curiofity would 
have exited every humane man, to 
ſee the object upon whom he in- 
4 I tended 
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tended to confer ſuch large obliga- 
tions; but dark deſigns and the au- 
thors of them, chuſe not to be ex- 
poſed to the eye of innocence, when 
upon it's guard; happy was it for 
me a gentleman was choſe to con- 
duct the proceedings whoſe integ- 
rity was not to be byaſſed, nor prin- 
ciples corrupted, and for whoſe in- 
genuous advice, I here return the 
fincereſt thanks. 

What certainty even had I of this 
colonel being maſter of a planta- 
tation 1n. the land of Santa Crus: 
to me it ſeemed upon conſideration 
bighly improbable, every one Knows 
the Daniſh poſicttions in America 
are very ſmall in reſpect to what is. 
enjoy'd by other European powers, 
their ſtudious application to trade 
and navigation we are not unac- 
quainted with, and how tenacious 
they are of their rights and proper- 
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ty, is well known to the commercial 
part of mankind. ', | 
Now that a nation ſo politick 
ſhould permit the ſubjects of other 
crowns to purchaſe and, cultivate 
eſtates to the detriment of it's own 
and when it's We/t-India acquiſitions 
are fo vaſtly ſmall which. muſt make 
her jealous of every inch ſhe poſſeſſes, 
I muſt confeſs to me appears very 
abſurd, but as 1 have had the un- 
happineſs of being immured the 
major part of my life, within ſtone 
walls, ignorant of commerce, poli- 
ticks and the world. However in- 
congruous it ſeems to me, it may 
never the leſs be otherwiſe, which 
if ſo II ask this honourable colonel's 
| pap for the ſurmiſe and.take my 
leave of ſo diſagreeable a ſubject. 

Having brought the melancholy 
hiſtory of my perſecutions down to 
my preſent ſituation in the Fleet 
ane - * Priſon; 
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'Priſen; the candid reader I pre- 
ſume, will not think it improper 
ſhould I attempt to comment upon 
ſuch unprecedented proceedings be- 
fore I cloſe the whole. 

My father it ſeems to juſtiſie 
himſelf in the eye of theworld, has 
not ſcrupled to deny againſt the 
teſtimony of a ſelf convicting con- 
{ſcience my being his fon, could 
calumny, or artifice, prevail upon the 
publick, to countenance ſuch. an 
_ allegation ; he would indeed com- 
pleatly triumph, but to bis con- 
fafion the w ole ſeries ol His uf 
natural behaviour in the foregoing 
pages, evidence the gontrary, his 
own relations are living teſtimonies 
© againſt him, as likewiſe is the un- 

happy lady who. gave me being, 
and ready to confute ſuch vile Falk. 
ties —Conſcious how much the no- 
. bility and gentry of the kingdom of 
at bl Ireland 
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Treland are exaſperated againſt him, 
for ſo baſely uſing my mother, he 
cares not to viſit the paternal eſtate 
he there enjoys leaſt he ſhould be 
obliged to make full reparation for 
ſuch unmanly uſage. 

But what puniſhment can be 
adequate to a crime of ſo deep a 
dye, the ſeducing a young lady not 

eſteemed an unequal match for the 
greateſt peer in the kingdom, and 
uſing her in the barbarous manner 
recited in the beginning of this 
book, (ſee page, 23, 24, 25, &c.) 
- was not ſufficient, but he vily dared 
to aſperſe her character and ſully 
her reputation, by propagating at 
the time of the eleckon, the | Bot 
infamous falfities that ſcandal could 
invent; I have heard, and read mach 
of our inconſtancy to the lovely 
« fair ones, but hiſtory no where par- 
5 4 | alells 
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alells ſuch black ingratitude as this 


before me. 
Who can believe this gentleman 
after the death of. his firſt wife 
would to fulfil her dying fequeſt, 
Jointly with that of his parents have 
hurried down from Dublin pur- 
poſely to marry this lady, whom 
he had then ſo greatly injured 
(much more ſo ſince,) had he et- 
teemed me the ſon of a favourite 
ſervant, which report has induſt- 
_ riouſly been ſpread abroad: or why 
was I not puniſhed as an impoſtor ? 
for had I been ſuch, the rigour of 
the law it is evident would not have 
been with held, he himſelf never 
denied my being the ſon of this 
lady, and ſhe never failed to aflert 
my. being his. 

The world is not ignorant, I de- 


rive my name from her, then I ask 
_ what reaſon he can aſſign for com- 


pelling 


The Oppreſſed Carrivr. 201 


pelling me in my diſtreſs to take an 
other, why did he take the advan- 
tage of my neceſſities and oblige me 
to ſign bonds to the amount of al- 


moſt of one thouſaud eight hundred 


pounds, when the total of what I 
received was not forty 

Theſe dark . and many 
more, which will 
cur in the forgoing pages ; I pub- 
lickly requeſt him here toclear up, his 
own juſtification demands it, .and 
ſilence to ſo home a charge will be 
eſteemed in the eye of the world as 
a tacit aſſent to all which is here al- 
ledged againſt him. 

I appeal to the nobility and gen- 
try in the kingdom of Ire/and * the 
truth of what I have here aſſerted 
in regard to my birth, and the di- 
viſions ariſing from chence and now 
ſubſiſting betwixt the two fami- 
lies! appeal likewiſe to his own 


ſiſters; 
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be found to oc- 
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liſters ;—— and laſtly I appeal to 
himſelf; if I am not bis a let-him 
confute my mother's veracity and 
mine; not only by declaring whoſe 
ſon I am, but by producing ſufficient 
proofs to make his aſſertions gain 
credit with the public. 

I have frequently been aſked 
what reaſon could induce the 
lady who gave me being, to neg- 
| ect, flight, and take no notice of 
me, as it was ſuppoſed an account 
of my ſufferings muſt ſometime or 

other have come to her ears ?— 
Ol fay moſt honoured madam ? 
What ſhall I anſwer, how ſhall I 
ſtop the tongue of inquifitive cur- 
ioſity from commenting too boldly. 
Permit, permit an unfortunate ſon 
on his bended knees to implore 
your tender regard; pitty my af- 
flictions, and commiſerate my diſ- 
treſs; conſider me not as the ſon of 
| | your 
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your fatal ſeducer? Let not his guilt 
be puniſhed in me, tho' I am the 
iſſue of his crime, I am yet your 
ſon; the impartial world which 
juſtly condemns him, reproaches 
not you; it is true you fell but it 
was where none could ſtand, the 

premeditated ſcheme big with infa- 
my and guilt, was too well concerted 
for innocence to reſiſt; not your 
weakneſs but his treachery prevail- 
ed, and delivered you a prey to the 
ruin which enſued, and of which 
I am the wretched conſequence: 
would you puniſh him, let mater- 
nal tenderneſs inchne your affections 
towards your unhappy fatherleſs 
' firſt begoten child; does he ! 
perſecute me, be you my protect- 
reſs; would he gladly ſee me 
periſh, reſiſt the malicious effort 


and preſerve me from ſtarving. 


Thus would perſecution itſelf be 
| bound 
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bound in fetters, and this patron of 
ranny receive a mortal ſtroke.— 
oft dearly "beloved madam, had 
Gu an idea” of the uncommon ar- 
dour that inflames my breaſt, 
Whilſt thus I addreſs myſelf to your 
long loſt notice? Whilſt thus 1 
int to myſelf the "maternal drop 
rting as you peruſe theſe” artleſs 
but natural fines i— The ſympathiz- 
ing tear flows freely down my cheeks, 
and I flatter myſelf you will pitty, 
nay find means to relieve in part the 
diſtrefſes of your forlorn, abandon- 
ed child To you madam, and 
to the public I ſhonld now bid adieu, 
did not gratitude for a moment de- 
tain my pen, whilſt my over flow- 
ing heart returns my moſt humble 
thanks to that fund of goodneſs and 
humanity, © the honourable Mrs. 
| 3 —— To this moſt reſpected 


onoured lady I am in- 
debted 
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debted for little Teſs that m y preſtnt 
exifterice, for When coofined to the 
bed of ſickneſs, ng with 

and furrounded with miſery; 
it was her 'beneficent hand that 
kind! raiſed, and ſnatched me from. 


the daily expected grave; her li- 
Want, 


beral e relieved eve 
Food Ex phyſic were Kindly ad” 


miniſtted, acc che bleffing of Health 


was by her means again reſtored, 


to ſupport me under my afflicions. 


Her generous ear never liſtened to 


the dfabolical engines employ d by 
e in propagating defama- 
1 lies, to prejudice, m cha- 


* and gain mie the il will of 


the public; ſhe faw thro” their de- 


tefted defigns, and ſcorned the plot- | 


ry 


ters together with their artifice. 


 Yuchiis the goodneſs of this lady, | | 
"_— not content with liberally 4 . 
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is all T have to depend 1 0 ſup- 
Pp, me with food and. 33 

5x ſufhcient fo ſma a ſum, is for 
ſuch purpoſes, Tleaye "humanity, tor 
judge. A 

"NM ſhould 1. merit farther. i. 
 vours did I not in this place RAY, Free 
orateful heart tememper the ni 
benefaQtions which. frequent! "JJ 
have received from ſeveral _ of the 


potty and gentry, who have 118 15 
's | Ly 


= 5 7 4 4 
— 


The Opprelſed Cxvrrvs. 200 
. cendefeended to, deprive op- 
2 of it's 5 by. 1 
Ardſhi ips of V. caſe ah relicving. 
neck ile er eee 
Thus have I ger to we woe 
en ingenügus and candia” narrative 
of. proceedings the bare recital "of 
which ſtyikes with Amzement and 
Horror, may ſuch ungoimòfl Par- 

ſtand uflexemplified in the 
records df time, and hluſh cbt an 
fütatit) eos find 1b pafdl er. 
Filial duty, and reſpeck co bo the: aus 
thor of my being, urged nie a Jom 
tire to coneeal thy fafferings, and 
ſuſtain in ſilence the load of opt 
preſſon; but Hunger, irrefiſtable 5 
ger, would no longer hearken to 
empty dictates of nature; im- 
gere er "the tmesgre tyränt, - my 
Willing . n 32 * 
of woe. 
Zi K 2 Ye 


. voice © 
arking for bread. 

Pardon: my N e 
ſhould 1 with the utmoſt humility, 
once more preſume to adgreſs my- 


he hands of the generous few, a 
Þlefling without which, ance 
itſelf, to an Engliſhman is miſery 
and life ee, Jean no 
leſs: then LAST NTV. e 
my N A ed and fi 
fired with R of 
ficent and humane, might en- 14 
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ae ee tho! it be only 
thro' the reverſed, end af her glaſs⸗ 


_ of; diberty a Ind melt almaſt 
tranſported beyond the :bounds: of 
reaſon, g illuſion is 
ſtill continued n 1 
ſand con the! hanks af cthes Qu, 
George or hon αονπννijiſſibñ in my 
ue batdm;'! and; Briftennia's 

tamign; inemy band. Be- 
* boldthe pointed raveling owns the 
ſuperior: force: of deſttuctive can- 
„udn. he breach is ſtorm d 
and u gallic Vetekans :e link neath 
me Word of liberty zu An the 


il K 3 glorious 
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| when-thonout- ev 
tue 'ifoubocatoft;} ani the pu 
ſtream pours from unſpli —— 
then ye gencrons:bonefattors; - + 4 
ſhall ye be remember d; and the 
bonobrable: truſt repoled in me, 
nothing 7 Ache but death 


n 

now gentle reader aſter 
having conducted thee thro' vari- 
ous: fcenes of waretchedneſs, and 
miſery; gratitude wi me'to 
bid thee farewell, "thus we 
er ate bewilder'd in this 
dream of: honour ;> that the . 
contracted by ſo long an 
quintanee wick priſons * ai 
treſs may wear off; and other 
ſcenes beſides thoſe of affliction 
may - pofleſs- the powers of thy 
imagination; and the men- 
tal Wa wearled, and op- 
ene A preſs d 
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